




































































































































































































Table 19 United Kingdom imporls of silver, by major countries of consignment: 1977-1982 

Country oj Kilogrammes 

consignment 1977 1978 1979 1980 198/ 1982(p) 

Unwrought silver 
Belgium-Luxembourg 1,463 23 8,658 355,168 323,611 53,446 
France 33,013 127,122 31,774 389,911 261,976 124,576 
Germany, Fed. Rep. 5,348 5 9,420 568,937 50,673 1,948 
Netherlands 3 8,486 51,572 152,868 79,834 657 
Other EEC countries 25 55,588 5,272 11,998 
Total EEC 39,852 135,636 101,424 1,522,472 721,366 192,625 
Value £ thousand cif 3,363 12,148 22,077 485,692 124,234 30,113 

Australia 74,109 105,696 99,534 55,914 35,396 172,295 
Dubai 6,279 65,463 311,718 39,029 37,829 
Germany, Dem. Rep. 270,108 218,163 203,550 28,967 153,883 325,159 
India 147,270 348,680 113,699 171 
Mexico 208,618 171,281 102,007 226,899 173,765 175,662 
South Africa 61,851 67,864 66,197 67,631 61,961 76,833 
USA 80,107 83,614 72,684 927,446 128,708 1,388 
Other countries 35,988 168,986 277,862 574,012 570,653 405,371 

TOTAL 917,903 1,306,199 1,102,420 3,715,230 1,884,761 1,387,162 
Value £ thousand cif 76,870 118,052 170,216 1,131,084 315,682 212,444 

2 Semi-manufactured silver 
France 36,087 35,725 47,000 19,233 23,517 11,103 
Germany, Fed. Rep. 49,295 14,429 17,202 8,239 6,154 5,654 
Italy 19,982 1,527 1,411 6,272 856 939 
Other EEe countries 4,309 1,576 4,526 5,273 3,464 5,976 
Total EEC 109,673 53,257 70,139 39,017 33 ,991 23,672 
Value £ thousand cif 6,713 3,791 7,382 6,555 3,641 3,100 

Canada 26,099 3,607 1,101 422 215 568 
India 11 ,548 1,718 11 ,053 
Sweden 2,037 43,895 528 2,858 417 1,972 
Switzerland 3,811 2,611 4,693 5,011 7,604 2,072 
USA 36,486 30,375 20,203 14,812 9,529 10,465 
Otber countries 11 ,354 8,846 9,872 14,156 4,534 8,060 

TOTAL 201,008 144,309 117,589 76,276 56,290 46,809 
Value £ tbousand cif 13,019 6,603 11,297 15,488 7,868 6,549 

3 Waste and scrap of silver 
Belgium-Luxembourg 3,593 4,018 7,577 16,242 32,125 8,447 
Denmark 14,094 18,979 18,432 25,292 22,372 29,638 
Other EEC countries 18,343 11,503 9,125 11,202 27,870 60,289 
Total EEC 36,030 34,500 35,134 52,736 82,367 98,374 
Value £ thousand cif 1,963 1,689 2,319 6,077 4,982 3,403 

Canada 35,790 29,139 55,477 37,883 19,537 31,322 
Dubai 2,422 20,587 38,234 450,577 28,077 
Hong Kong 372 30 9,977 113,23 1 26,357 26,405 
Sweden 8,028 10,214 9,787 40,880 12,996 45,445 
Switzerland 7,589 16,962 25,284 13 ,049 18,963 34,984 
Turkey 92 85,928 98 
USA 216,930 210,478 388,141 226,138 328,021 1,043,629 
Other countries 79,513 63,341 70,939 69,370 43,124 52,486 

Total 386,674 364,756 701,254 591,521 982,040 1,360,722 
Value £ tbousand cif 26,385 23,481 84,651 130,667 121,427 61,262 

(p) provisional Source: HM Customs & Excise 
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Table 20 United Kingdom exports of silver, by major countries of destination: 1977-1982 

Country oj Kilogrammes 

destination 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982(p) 

1 Unwrought silver 
France 505,291 413,473 330,782 38,437 44,987 59,709 
Germany, Fed. Rep. 226,356 105,651 5,072 9,208 2,360 347,899 
Italy 115,063 19,133 64,178 31,346 37,270 17,770 
Netherlands 36,241 57,909 6,748 15,391 26,016 15,447 
Other EEC Countries 13,512 481 2,963 6,015 6,472 15,408 
Total EEC 896,463 596,647 409,743 100,397 117,150 456,233 
Value £ thousand fob 75,215 53,589 58,342 29,577 20,732 56,%9 

Germany, Dem. Rep. 186,678 80,332 55,191 89,509 9,460 51 
Switzerland 80,702 454,788 248,287 1,5%,999 937,870 338,524 
USA 3,978 295,371 110,250 3,389 776,270 
Other countries 102,488 99,937 92,802 54,199 35,970 121 ,610 

TOTAL 1,270,309 1,231 ,704 1, 101 ,394 1,951,354 1,103,794 1,692,688 
Value £ thousand fob 107,350 103,047 182,304 562,885 198,792 269,834 

2 Semi-manufactured silver 
Denmark 22,289 17,871 16,481 26,298 16,865 12,443 
France 19,301 114,391 20,493 14,806 7,565 7,193 
Irish Republic 15 ,834 19,359 16,317 6,362 5,413 2,774 
Italy 58,870 53,454 94,656 19,277 31,698 61,291 
Netherlands 13 ,554 21,049 6,267 20,937 2,683 5,310 
Other EEC Countries 18,304 26,248 9,427 24,641 7,747 10,884 

Total EEC 148,152 252,372 163,641 112,321 71,971 99,895 

Value £ thousand fob 6,499 14,412 14,008 23,848 9,300 10,973 

Finland 27,200 14,053 15,084 59,901 8,%2 9,316 
Norway 6,697 14,836 21 ,138 36,661 15,979 13,793 
Sweden 97,637 62,978 84,462 131,835 18,898 10,776 
Switzerland 41,779 37,050 188,492 149,989 386,981 465,282 
USA 7% 10,568 30,761 18,460 8,075 30,547 
Other Countries 56,783 81,519 63,414 33,205 27,427 249,100 

TOTAL 379,044 473,376 566,992 542,372 538,293 878,709 
Value £ thousand fob 12,448 23,524 66,297 94,198 98,363 127,118 

3 Waste and scrap of silver 
Belgium-Luxembourg 81,592 100,974 127,032 83,095 48,640 9,839 
France 312 18,229 8,269 35,239 17,644 23,308 
Germany, Fed. Rep. 309,326 61,858 100,741 43,800 14,744 1,749 
Other EEC Countries 10,817 8,310 13,994 38,741 2,479 597 
Total EEC 402,047 189,371 250,036 200,875 83,507 35,493 

Value £ thousand fob 6,934 5,940 6,726 33,443 5,702 5,129 

Germany, Dem. Rep. 50,128 
Spain 105,400 75,792 49,569 50 39,246 2,040 
Sweden 9,482 42,233 248,983 7,659 3,438 57,485 
Other countries 10 2,786 3,758 38,098 11,621 2,865 

Total 516,939 310,182 552,346 296,810 137,812 97,883 
Value £ thousand fob 16,409 12,378 10,711 59,030 13,591 5,816 

(p) provisional Source: HM Customs & Excise 

94 



previous and subsequent years. This reflects the substantial increase in that 
year in the physical movement of bullion through London and, 
particularly, the very large increase in investment in stocks of silver held in 
the United Kingdom. 

APPENDIX 

Terminology 

Terms relating to silver used in the text and in the literature in general are 
defined as follows: 

Argentiferous: Containing silver. 

Britannia standard is an alloy containing 95.8"70 silver, in compulsory use 
from 1697 to 1719, but optional thereafter, distinguished by a hallmark 
with the figure of Britannia. 

Brittle silver ore is a synonym for stephanite, a sulphide of silver and 
antimony, Ag,SbS4 • 

Close plate: Iron or steel articles coated with molten tin, covered by silver 
foil and burnished. The technique, which dates back to the Roman era, 
was much used in Birmingham in the late 18th and early 19th centuries to 
produce small articles requiring good cutting edges. 

Coin silver is 900 parts fine (or 90%) silver and the balance copper. 

Commercial bar silver or silver bullion contains at least 99.9% silver and is 
sold and shipped by refiners in bars usually weighing about 1,000 troy 
ounces (31.1 kg). 

Damascene refers to the inlaying of metal, usually steel, with gold and/or 
silver beaten into undercut grooves. The term is derived from Damascus 
where the technique was much used. 

Dore silver is silver bullion containing a small amount of gold. In the 
USA, dore bullion is synonymous with base bullion which is crude lead 
containing recoverable silver, with or without gold. 

Dry gold-silver ores are ores in which gold and silver values are equal to, 
or exceed, one fourth of the combined gold and silver values. 

Dry ores contain precious metals but insufficient lead or copper to be 
smelted without the addition of richer lead or copper ores. 

Dry silver ores are dry ores in which the silver value equals or exceeds 
three-fourths of the combined gold and silver values. 

Electroplate: Copper or copper alloy objects coated with silver by 
electrolysis, a process patented in England in 1840 by Elkington. 

Electrum is the name given to a naturally occurring gold-silver alloy 
containing up to 26% silver. 

Fine silver: pure silver, 1,000 parts fine, or at least 99.9% silver. 
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French plate is brass coated with silver foil, heated and burnished, a 
technique mainly used in the late 17th and early 18th centuries. 

Frosted silver is a film of pure silver left on the surface after a copper­
silver alloy has been heated and dipped into hot dilute sulphuric acid. 

Hallmarks are authenticating marks struck on English, Scottish and Irish 
silver, after testing that the quality of the metal conforms with the official 
standard. They enable the place and year of assay to be traced; the term 
also embraces the maker's mark. 

High fine silver contains at least 99.95070 silver. 

Nickel silver, otherwise known as German silver, contains no silver, but is 
an alloy of copper, nickel and zinc. 

Niello is a fusible black alloy of sulphur, lead, silver and copper used to 
fill engraved ornament to heighten the contrast with silver. 

Parcel plate: silver articles which have been partly gilded. 

Plate: derived from the Spanish word plata meaning silver; articles made 
of solid silver. 

Refining silver is between 99.6 and 99.9% pure and is practically free from 
gold. 

Sheffield plate articles made from sheets of a copper alloy coated with 
silver by a fusion process discovered in 1742 by Thomas Boulsover, a 
Sheffield cutler. 

Silver amalgam is a solid solution of mercury and silver crystallizing in the 
cubic system. The silver content is usually about 26%, but in the variety 
arquerite it reaches 86%. It is of rare natural occurrence in both mercury 
and silver deposits. 

Silver bloc: a group of American senators from the silver -producing states 
of Idaho, Utah, Montana, Nevada, Colorado and Arizona. 

Silver glance is an alternative name for the naturally occurring silver 
sulphide, argentite. 

Silver lead ore is the name given to galena containing silver. When I % or 
more of silver is present, it becomes a true ore of silver. Also called 
argentiferous galena or argentiferous lead ore. 

Silver plate is silver electroplated onto copper or nickel-silver tableware. 

Spectroscopically pure silver contains a total of not more than 0.001 % of 
identifiable impurities. 

Standard silver used in the United Kingdom for silver coins up to 1920 was 
92.5% pure. It is by definition '925 fine' but a tolerance allowed it to be 
between 925 and 921 fine. 

Sterling silver is an alloy containing 92.5% silver and 7.5% copper, the 
principal standard for silver in England since 1300. 
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