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Chapter 1: Over and under-development
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2Groundwater is over-exploited and under threat Groundwater is underutilised offering great potential



Chapter 2: The long-term perspective
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4Long history of large-scale water resources 
developments with unintended consequences

Net accumulation: 
350 km3

Depletion: 
75 km3

125,000 km2 canal area

> 6 million wells
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Chapter 3: Inadequate data
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• 40 countries, 75% 
of withdrawal but…

• …in other 25% ‐
data needed to 
improve our 
understanding of 
GW resources.

• Management can 
reverse or slow 
depletion, but data 
needed for decision 
making.
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Estimates of the maximum remaining installable power for groundwater development in Africa.

Epilogue: A different perspective
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25% of annual recharge / year 0.1% of storage / year 


