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AIMS AND LIMITATIONS
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EE Brlt|Sh D E T R nationally-rec?gniseld plannin? desi?nations. The ma]?s are i?tended to asséisthin the consid?ration and Jurassic age occurs extensively in Northamptonshire and
° prgparation of devel op_ment plan pol icies in re;pect of mineral _extraction an the pr_otection o} imertapt was formerl worked on a large scale by opencast methods,
— Geological Survey e o s avalabiG s et PER SIS barticularly n the vicinity of Corby, Wellingborough. and The Jurassic Lincolnshire Limestone Formation forms the : Refractory Clay
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT RESEARCH COUNCIL Reoons " v beon oroduced by collation and inferoretation of mineral sata orincioally held b Kettering. Production ceased with the closure of the principal limestone resource in Northamptonshire. It is
€ maps have been proauce collation and interpretation of mineral resource Qaata principal e ih H
the Brit?sh Geologicapl) Survey. I\rjﬁormation on the pextent of mineral planning perm?ssionz r¥as bee?ll integrated iron and steelmaking plant at Corby in 1980, utilised malr,]ly, as a SOUFCGI of Crushed ,rOCk aggregate,’ bl_ﬂ In the north__eaStern part of the C‘?U”tyg unbedded rootlet
e om 2t Vi oty WSS S of S iy iy e which was the last plant in Britain based snirely_on g o o oot | Collyweston Quany (Lst) & ek ocour within the Juraseie Rutand Formation (formery
N 0 RT H M PTO NS H I R E information on national planning designations has been obtained from the appropriate statutory body domestic ores. The ironstone bed is up to 6 m thiCk, the Grantham area, bUt. thins rapldly t.O the south and y ry thick occur V\{Ithln the Jurassic Rutland For'matlon .(forme.rly
A (Countryside Commission, English Nature and English Heritage). For further information the relevant body although most commonly only 2-4 m was worked beneath disappears altogether in the Ketterlng-OundIe area. Coll t | st Upper Estuarine Sel’les)_ These are worked in the KlngSChffe
should be contacted. an overburden of up to about 30 m. The iron ore had an Although the Lincolnshire Limestone Formation is a ollyweston (Lst) - Nassington area for refractory applications. The map
) ) The mineral resource data presented are based on the best available information, but are not ; regionally-important source of crushed rock aggregate and shows the outcrop of the Rutland Formation in this area only
) . i ; . ; average Fe content of about 35 per cent, with 12 per cent . ‘ ) X ) i )
h d th lit ble. The inferred bound h , therefore, te. . . . .
A Summary of Mineral Resource Information e o o1 o e s I e ey ot e e Si05, 3 per cent Ca0 and 0.7 per cent P. Technological and s worked extensively in neighbouring counties, there remain Collyweston NE Kinasciffe | 23S sequence is of no economic interest elsewnere in the
occur. These areas are not of uniform potential and also take no account of planning constraints that ma: : i : ; W 1V | | | | | .
for DeVelcpment PlanS limit their working. The economic potgntial of specific sites can only be prgved b;?a detailed evaluatioﬁ economic phanges within the UK iron and stee_l IndUStry_ led Nogcham tonshire Theprelativel low strength and high (BU”ImOreS) 7 Road I_g t county
progklfamnée.tSuqh an investigatLon is aeshser}tial precgrsorlto submittingta p;!alnnti)ngt; applicgti()lntf(l;' m?nera: to the demise of the Northampton Sand Formation as an iron water ablfs)or Hon Of Lincolnshire a/imestone resgtrict s usegto (LSt) ‘ oa ( S )
WOrKINg. EXtensive areas are snown as having no mineral resource potential, but some Isolated minera H Ha
workings may occur in these areas. The prgsence of these operagons generally reflect very local or ore. For th_ls reason it is not shown as a _resource on the fa_lce undemandinp applications such as fill and sub-base
M- I R r specific situations which are referred to in the accompanying report. of the main map. However, there remain some 80 planning gapp : Wakerkey Easton Hornstocks
Inera esou ces The maps are intended for general consideration of mineral issues and not as a source of detailed permissions granted for the extraction of ironstone and (IStn, LSt) NaSS|nqton
3 00 000 information on specific sites. The maps should not be used to determine individual planning applications overlying minerals within the county. These cover about 3 00 000
Scale 1:100 000 oo oo s S55  pechs ropas i s, o0 Y Y e 8/900 hectares of land and are shown on the main map. Wansord (LsY
: They give an indication of the extent of the post-1948
, : working of ironstone (i.e. the maximum extent of working). )
Complled by A. J. Blogdworth, D.G. Cameron, D.E. Highley and S. Holloway Areas of pre-1948 working are not shown. A small number Shotlevy Wakerlev (Istn And. i
Project Leader: D.E. Highl g Rl : Y y \ ndrews Quarry (Lst)
roject Leager: U.E. Righiey. _ _ _ of these permissions cover active sites which are used for
Planning Consultant, J.F. Cowley, Mineral and Resource Planning Associates. the extraction of the ironstone for local use as crushed-rock
Digital cartography by C. Simpson, British Geological Survey, Keyworth. aggregate. This material accounts for about 10% of the Nassington Road (Lst)
county production of crushed rock (NCC, 1997). The
Production of this map was commissioned and funded by the overlying Lincolnshire Limestone may also be extracted from —Nassington sandpit (Sg)
Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions these [and a small number of other sites with “ironstone .
(Contract MPO 624). permissions’.]
Gretton (Sg)
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Topography based on the Ordnance Survey 1:100 000 scale County maps. Brookfield COttag e (LSt)
© Crown Copyright 1987
Ordnance Survey licence number GD272191/1997 aglethorpe
Digital SSSI and NNR boundaries © English Nature 1996 Building Stone 9
The majorty of monuments ar plotied using a cenired NG sumbol. Conaequonty the actual In the extreme north of the county, the basal beds of the
area and/or length of a monument protected by the legal constraints of scheduling cannot be I_‘mCOInSh're Limestone Formation form a f.|SS|Ie sgndy R
represented here. Monuments scheduled since that date are not accounted for. limestone known as the Collyweston Slate. This material is * Ashilev Road
90 used locally as a roofing material and building stone and is ‘ sfif@v Oa ! 90
© Crown Copyright 2000 worked at a quarry near Stamford. Bedding is often massive e wedon
Copyright in the typographical arrangement and design vests in the Crown. in the upper part of the Lincolnshire Limestone Formation. In . )
the area to the east of Corby, this material was worked (in
Published for the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions . . . . .
under licence from the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. quarries and undergrou,nd) as a hlgr,] q1'JaI|ty dllme'nS|0n
stone. Known locally as "Weldon Stone’, this material is the
Applications for reproduction should be made to The Copyright Unit, only dimension stone from Northamptonshire to be
Office of Public Services, Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, St Clements House, employed extensively outside the region.
1-16 Colegate, Norwich NR3 1BQ.
The Blisworth Limestone (Great Oolite) is a building stone of
local significance and is worked near Oundle and in a small
operation south of Towcester. Although the Northampton
SAND AND GRAVEL Sand Formation ironstone has been used in buildings in
: Sand and gravel
Superficial deposits many parts the county, there are no quarries currently 9
P P working this material as a building stone. Because of their B _ _
River gravel resources limited local significance, the outcrop area of both these e Pre-glacial and glacial sand and gravel
formations is only shown on a small-scale inset map. s Al LIEHs Pre-glacial sand and gravel, known locally as Milton Sand,
B esdicuni | o Srolan o occurs in a belt running to the south and west of
Glacial sand and gravel resources g ﬁb&d W Northampton. It is probable that these deposits were laid
' down by a river system that existed in the area prior to
Concealed glacial sand and gravel resources glaciation. The Milton Sand appears to reach its maximum
(only within areas assessed by BGS) thickness of abou't .13 m near Milton where sand with thin
Boundari f df d and | e 1 F gravel beds containing mainly locally-derived sandstone and
80 ounaaries of areas assessed for sand and grave A St | W/l ironstone pebbles has been quite extensively worked. Mliton 80
at the indicated resource level H Vel Pit 65 e sand is not separately distinguished from glacial sand and
\DH) 77 gravel on the map.
LIMESTONE n Bridge (Sg)d 7
| U ‘Glacial Sand and Gravel’ is sand and gravel that has been
Lincolnshire Limestone deposited either by melt-water streams issuing from an ice
sheet, or by streams flowing within, beneath or on the
REFRACTORY CLAY surface of the ice. The till (boulder clay) that is widespread in
the county was laid down by the same ice sheet so the
. . . . it glacial sand and gravel and the till are often intimately
Rutland Formation (Upper Estuarine series) Kingscliffe area only associated. Consequently, sand and gravel deposits may
g) occur within, beneath and on top of the till. Outcrops of
MINERAL PLANNING PERMISSIONS ) glacial sand and gravel are scattered throughout much of the
county and are particularly extensive between along the M1
(as at 31 -3-00) corridor between Northampton and Daventry. The thickness
Source: Northamptonshire County Council LN Wa of the glacial sand and gravel deposits is highly variable and
oy any difficult to predict, as is the thickness of overburden where
Mineral planning permission (valid and expired) g ) : rm([_st) ) deposits are concealed. Up to 33 m of glacial sand and
§§§§§ A NG | gravel are reported in central parts of the county. Glacial
SIS Planni ission for i d overlving mineral S [ ¢ B F e sand and gravel in the county are typically clayey to very
2‘2’3‘5’2‘%’5‘5‘2 anning permission for ironstone and overlying minerals = T\ - y/ clayey, sandy gravels.
W West Haddon ( .
MINERAL WORKINGS U g 5%;”? 4 e River gravels
70 T ot River gravels outcrop along the valleys of the rivers Nene, 70
/ Earls Barton Active site Ouse, Welland, Isle and Tove, where they are disposed
beneath a series of level surfaces, or terraces. The most
Slipe Inactive, worked-out extensive river gravel resources in the county are found in
and/or restored site ah , the Nene Valley. The river gravels in these valleys range up
WATFORD GAR} \ [ . . . .
) ) RSV Long b e to about 6 m thick, exceptionally 8 m near Warmington, with
Mineral commodity b =z a mean thickness of about 2.5 to 3 m. Overburden,
Sg Sand and Gravel comprising alluvial silty clay, rarely exceeds 2 m in thickness
_ although up to 6 m has been recorded in isolated boreholes.
st Hmestone : fronorgy? . There has been considerable extraction of Nene Valley
Istn Ironstone Braunsto ) EULINGBOROUG : gravels over the past 100 years. The majority of the River
RCI Refractory clay (Sg) fositiol |- HA Nene gravels are sandy gravels that fall within a fairly narrow
jgg\g;f grading range. Although data are limited, gravel resources
Cl Common clay and shale = along the other river valleys in the county are likely to be
Wollaston extensive, particularly in the Welland valley in the north and
ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGNATIONS et «Wg S ) S around the confluence of the Ouse and the Tove in the
a5 and Pit ( g) south.
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The prospects of finding oil and gas fields in
m (Sg) Northamptonshire are very low. The area is
: unprospective due to a lack of mature source rocks.
anger Road A5 BOI’I’OW Plt (Sg) The Lower Jurassic potential source rocks have not
40 been buried to sufficient depths o generate significant B 40
h S quantities of oil or gas. Similarly, the coals in the
Westphalian C-D Coal Measures of the Oxfordshire
ennam ( g) Coalfield which occur at depth in the extreme
| _] southwest of the county are of very low rank and have | _]
not been buried sufficiently deeply to produce
DeanShang er (Sg) thermogenic gas. Poor prospectivity is reflected in the
fact that no exploratory wells have been drilled for oil
and gas, and only a few seismic lines have been
e — 1 acquired. — 1
% Northamptonshire is not prospective for coalbed
methane. Although Coal Measures occur beneath the
| | surface in the southwest of the county, the gas | |
content of the coals they contain is too low to allow
coalbed methane production.
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