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Soil moisture on 30 November 2020 (see back page for explanatory comments). 

Notes on period to 30 November 2020 
 

At the end of November soils across the UK are generally at wetness levels typical for the time of year. 

In parts of central England soils are wetter than normal for the time of year. 
 

Provisional data indicate that rainfall in November was close to average in western Scotland, Northern Ireland and 

north-west England, elsewhere rainfall was below average particularly in eastern parts of the UK. In many areas the 

month ended with a spell of dry weather. 

At the start of November soils were wet across most of the UK and, even with below average rainfall during the month, 

this remains the situation at the month end. 

Soils are wetter than normal for the time of year in an area of central England extending to the Thames estuary. Here 

soils are at levels more typical of winter months than the end of November (e.g. Cardington, Chimney Meadows, 

Redhill, Waddesdon). 

Across most of the remainder of the UK, soil wetness is typical for the end of November (e.g. Balruddery, North Wyke, 

Plynlimon, Riseholme).  

There are, however, a few sites at which soil moisture is slightly drier than normal for the start of December 

(e.g. Bunny Park and Crichton). 

Note that the COSMOS-UK records are too short to reliably estimate long-term monthly averages and departures from 

them; it is therefore only possible to give qualitative indications about averages and what is typical for the time of year. 

Network News 
 There have been power issues at several sites during November with the majority now resolved. 

 Waddesdon was the third COSMOS-UK site to be installed and has now been recording data for seven years. 
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