
 

Notes on period to 31 May 2020 
 

Soils across the UK are drier than normal for the time of year, in many places very much drier than 

normal. Vegetation in many areas is already stressed, and with generally warm and dry weather 

forecast, there are concerns of an impending agricultural drought. 
 

Provisional data for May indicate that precipitation was well below average across all parts of the UK except northern 

Scotland.  Rainfall was lowest in south east England where precipitation was only 7% of the average total for May. In 

contrast, precipitation levels were very close to normal in north west Scotland. 

At the beginning of May, soils in northern areas of the UK were drier than normal for the time of year, and in the 

south east were wetter than normal following rain at the end of April.  The unusually dry and warm weather throughout 

May has resulted in extremely dry soils across the UK.  Some sites, particularly in central and eastern England, are now 

approaching or exceeding previous all-time lows in recorded soil moisture, albeit it rather short records 

(e.g. Cockle Park, Hollin Hill, Redhill, Riseholme).  These previous lows were observed during 2018 but soils were 

not this dry until July. 

Further west, soil moisture is very low for May but not yet reaching the levels observed in 2018 (e.g. Balruddery, 

Bickley, Cwm Garw, The Lizard).  Following some rainfall in May, soil moisture in some areas in the north west of 

the UK is somewhat closer to normal for the time of year (e.g. Cochno, Gisburn Forest). 

Note that the COSMOS-UK records are too short to reliably estimate long-term monthly averages and departures from 

them; it is therefore only possible to give qualitative indications about averages and what is typical for the time of year. 

Network News 
 

 Several sites are experiencing technical faults that cannot be rectified because of restrictions on site visits imposed 

because of COVID-19.  
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Soil moisture on 31 May 2020 (see back page for explanatory comments). 
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