
 

Notes on period to 31 March 2020 
 

Most soils across the UK are drier than normal for the time of year. 
 

Provisional data for March indicate that precipitation was close to, or just below, normal for most of the UK, with the 

exception of eastern Scotland, central and eastern England where precipitation was approximately half of the expected 

total.  However variability in the rainfall totals within these regions was high.  Most of the rainfall was in the first half 

of the month with very little precipitation since the middle of the month. 

At the beginning of March, soils across the UK were much wetter than usual and many were at, or close to, saturation.  

Due to high rainfall during the first half of the month, soils at many sites remained much wetter than normal for the 

time of year.  However, with low rainfall in the second half of the month soils have begun to dry everywhere. 

At some sites soils have been very wet for as long as six months, and have now returned to normal levels for the time 

of year (e.g. Chimney Meadows, Porton Down, Rothamsted). 

Elsewhere soil moisture has decreased further and is now typical of what would be expected in late spring (e.g. Bunny 

Park, Hillsborough, Hollin Hill, Morley), or in some cases summer (e.g. Fincham, Hartwood Home, The Lizard). 

Note that the COSMOS-UK records are too short to reliably estimate long-term monthly averages and departures from 

them; it is therefore only possible to give qualitative indications about averages and what is typical for the time of year. 

Network News 
 

 The COSMOS-UK site at Hollin Hill has now been collecting data for over six years. 
 

 Ongoing faults with the radiometer at Easter Bush and anemometer at Henfaes. 
 

 Data completeness remains high for March, with >95% data capture. 
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Soil moisture on 31 March 2020 (see back page for explanatory comments). 
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