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SHORT NOTES
THE HERBARIUM OF THE BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY

By DoroTHY M. GREENE
ABSTRACT. A short account is given of the origins and composition of the terrestrial plant
collections which comprise the British Antarctic Survey herbarium (AAS). The use of an associated
computer-based data bank to facilitate the retrieval of specimens and distribution data is mentioned
and reference is made to the main series of taxonomic publications.

THE nucleus of the herbarium was provided by the botanical collections of scientists working
in the Antarctic under the aegis of the Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey (renamed the
British Antarctic Survey in 1962) during the International Geophysical Year, 1956-58, and
in the years immediately following. Collections by British expeditions prior to this date, for
example, Discovery Investigations, Operation Tabarin and W. J. L. Sladen, are housed in
the British Museum (Nat. Hist.). A further stimulus to the formation of the herbarium was
the realization that a good reference collection was essential to the development of long-term
botanical programmes (Holdgate, 1965). During the 1960’s specimens accumulated rapidly
and, with the formal establishment of a Botanical Section in 1969, the herbarium was officially
brought into being. In the 6th edition of Index herbariorum (personal communication from
F. A. Stafleu), the herbarium will receive recognition at world level being allocated the code
AAS, and the current practice of using BIRM* as, for example, in Greene and others (1970)
will be discontinued.

The material included in the British Antarctic Survey herbarium covers all terrestrial
plant groups and, because of the importance of cryptogams in Antarctic regions, it is particu-
larly rich in bryophytes and lichens. The majority of the collections are from the Antarctic
Peninsula, its offshore islands and South Georgia but continental Antarctica is well repre-
sented. Exchanges from world herbaria, especially those situated in countries which are
signatories to the Antarctic Treaty, have provided material from other parts of the Southern
Hemisphere including the sub-Antarctic islands, southern South America and New Zealand.
No attempt is being made to expand the collections to achieve world coverage as it is the
Survey’s policy to restrict holdings to plants from Antarctic regions and those areas which
have strong floristic affinities.

Table I shows the main collections made under the auspices of the British Antarctic Survey,
arranged in chronological order, and indicates their approximate size, geographical origins
and plant groups represented. These total approximately 16,250 specimens and are supple-
mented by a further 4,000 field records, predominantly from South Georgia, which provide
additional habitat and distributional information. The specimens received in exchange
number approximately 2,500 and Table 1I shows their geographical origins and the plant
groups represented.

All of the material cited in Table I was undetermined on receipt and considerable difficulties
were experienced in producing a catalogue with a sufficiently versatile cross-referencing
system to enable the rapid retrieval of specimens for taxonomic work. To overcome these
difficulties, a data bank was formed consisting of an in-clear card file of 6 in. by 4 in. [I15 cm.
by 10 cm.] record cards and a coded computer file for sorting and retrieval (Greene, 1972).
There is a record card for each specimen which bears, in plain language, the determination,
collecting data, reproductive status, details of publications and any distribution to herbaria,
together with any other relevant information. The computer file uses a numerical code to
record an abbreviated form of the same information. Further details on the working of these
files will be found in Greene (1972).

The collections are being used as the basis of taxonomic revisions of Antarctic species
from all plant groups and the results are appearing in a number of series. The lichen results
are being published in the monographic series *“Antarctic lichens™ (Lamb, 1968) or in short
papers entitled ““Notes on Antarctic lichens” (Lindsay, 1971), while the corresponding

Br. Antarct. Surv. Bull., No. 31, 1972, p. 107-09. 107




108 BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY BULLETIN
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publications for the mosses are “*Antarctic moss flora™ (Greene and others, 1970) and “Studies
on Antarctic bryophytes™ (Greene, 1968). Another series entitled “*A synoptic flora of South
Georgian mosses’ has several parts already in the press (Clarke, in press). Vascular floras hav
been produced for South Georgia (Greene, 1964) and the Falkland Islands (Moore, 1968),
while detailed investigations on the two Antarctic phanerogams have appeared under the
title “*Studies in Colobanthus quitensis (Kunth) Bartl. and Deschampsia antarctica Desv.”
(Greene and Holtom, 1971).

MS. received 25 August 1972
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A NEW COMBINATION IN Andreaea
By S. W. GREENE

IN a recent paper, Greene (1968) discussed the status of Neuroloma fuegiana, a species described
by Cardot (1911), and proposed the new combination Andreaea fuegiana (Card.) S. W. Greene.
Unfortunately, on a strict interpretation of the International code of botanical nomenclature
this combination is invalid as the basionym was not cited in full. The opportunity is now taken
to remedy this error, the full citation being as follows:

Andreaea fuegiana (Card.) S. W. Greene comb. nov.

Basionym: Neuroloma fuegiana Card. (Cardot, 1911, Rev. bryol. lichen., 38, No. 3,

50, 52 (text—fig.))
Since the original report of its occurrence on South Georgia (Greene, 1968), the species has

been found to be quite widespread and locally abundant on the island.

MS. received 22 August 1972
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