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Egreword

No list of birds of an area can ever be considered complete and
this is very much the case with this paper, the information for which
has been gathered from a number of sources over a period of 26 years.
In particular, the information is that recorded by Tom Hodgson, who
lived at Moor House from 1951 to 1971, and Jim Parkin, who has observed
and made regular mist nettings over the last three years. Many others
have contributed to the record, and it would be impossible to acknowledge
them all, but for his help over many years, we must single out
Dr. J. C. Coulson.

Moor House is a large Reserve with a range of habitats that for
simplicity we can brealk down to three; high-level blanket bog, lend
ranging from 1500-2200 ft. 0.D. in the upper basin of the Tees valley;
high-level grasslands of the Dun Fells, Hard Hill and Knock Fell: and,
the steep west scarp of the Pennines, predominantly acidic grasslands
descending to the fell boundary at around 1000 ft. and dissected by deep
valleys with fast running becks. For obvious reasons most of the records
have been obtained from the first habitat within which the Field Station
complex lies.

The eannotated list that Jim Parkin has drawn up must of necessity
be limited (other information i available in the Reserve Record) in its
discussion of individual species, but we hope it will prompt ornithologists
to contribute their knowledge, so that future editions of this Occasional
Paper can be revised. Perhaps the most interesting thing to come out of
the examination of the records is not so much the single occurrence of
an 'out of place' bird, but the changes that are occurring over a relatively
short period of time in the abundance of hebitual visitors. An example
of this yns been in the decline of the:sno: bunting. The necd for long-
tern and accurate rocesds is hizh-lizhied oy such results. Hopefully the
existing records will be evwamined further emd trends described.
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Agpects of the Beology of the Northern Pennines
Occasional Paper No. 10

Birds of Moor House‘National
Nature Reserve

by
Je. Parkin.--

List of all birds recorded ongggor House Natlonal Nature Reserve

PINK--FOOTED GOOSE (Anser fabilis). The only record is of three flylng
south-west of Moor Huube on 27 December 1976,

HERON (Ardea cinerea). Regular visitor to the Reserve. Recorded
throughout the year though rarely in winter when the streams are frozen.
Most records are from the east of the suamit ridge, mainly along the Tees
and Troutbeck, less often from other streams and pools. It has been
récorded passing over the summit ridge and from all streams on the west
side. TFrogs are the only known food to be taken on the Reserve, but other
aninals w1ll be taken. The Gamekeeper who lived at Moor house when it was
a shooting lodge shot 6 between 1900 and 1920«

WICEON (éﬂéﬁLlE%§ﬂ£§51)° Rarely recorded away from Cow Green, all records
for the Reserve have come' from the Tees. This species which breeds in other
areas in the northern Pemnines, has not been found to breed on the Reserve,
although this was suspected close to Cow. Green in 1974. In the 1id~1960's
breeding did occur on the-Westmorland side.of the Tees, on ground now
covered by Cow Green Reservoir. C

TBAL (Anas crecca) -Conmonest of the ducks recorded on the Reserve, with
about 20 ¥ breedlng pairs. The breeding birds arrive in late March to early
April. They nest up to and occasionally above 2000 ft. Young have been
recorded on Knock Fell Tarn (2500 ft. O.D.). There are no breeding records
from west of the swmit ridge. All nests I have seen have been in heather
and always some distance from water. The clutch size is 6-8 with 10
recorded once. Soon after hatching the young are taken to water and moved
dovmstream. I have heard Teal moving their young at night. Outsgide the
breeding season they occur along the Tees and Troutbeck, but all leave
during spells of cold weather.

MALTLARD (Anss platyrhynchos). Fewer pairs breed than the Teal, and unlike
the Teal all nests 1 have seen have been close to water and in rushes. The
breeding birds arvive back in late March, early April, nesting up to 1800 ft.
and possibly over this. The main breeding area being on marshy ground

along the Tees, with one or two pairs breeding on the west side. - The clutch
size is 6-10. The yoing are taken downstream soon after hatching. Outside
the breeding season they are recorded less frequently than Teal and nearly
always from the Tees.

Footnote: Nomenclature and sequence corresponds to that in 'The Status of
Birds in Britain and Ireland'British Ornithologistg' Union, 1971.
Blackwell Scientific Publication.



GOOSANDER (Merwus Mergu‘ser) Recorded more often than other ducks
outside the breedvnrr season, mainly along the Tees and Troutbeck or
passing over, sometimes quite high, which indicates migration. TUp to
three pairs have been recorded along the Tees during the breeding
season, but the only proof of breeding was a family of recently hatched
young seen at the Tees bridge in 1975.

HEN HARRIER (Circus exgneus)u Rarely recorded passing through on

migration in spring and autumn. The species has bred in recent years
lower down Teesdale, where it is persecuted by Gamekeeners who foxr
some reason will not tolerate it.

BUZZARD (Buteo buteo). Formerly (up to. the 1950'8) bred in Sw1ndale'
and Knock Ore Gilil, now only recorded passing and hunting over the
Reserve. There has been a drop in recent years in the number of pairs.
breeding on crags in the northern Pennines. Two noeelble reasons for
'this are the decrease in the number of rabbits (they have been increasing
ovér-the last four of five years) and the'big increase in the number

of people seeklng recreatlon on the fellsa There has ‘during the same
“perlod beén an increase in the number of reports of nesting in trees
++ifrom “the Eden Valley area. - The CGamekeepers at Moor House shot 22

" betwéen 1900 - 1928, ‘ ‘ L o -

GOLDEN FAGIE (Aquila chrysaetos). Recorded amnually in the northern .
“Pennines over the Tast 810 years and at all t1mes of year. Not recorded
on' the’Reserve in" 1976, but on several océasions durlnv 1974 75. ALl
my ‘oW 51ght1ngs have been of 1mmature blrds° ' '

KESTREL (Falco tlnnunquus) Commonest of the birds of prey seen on’ the
Reserve, but not recorded breeding 1974-76. In' the past it has bred in
Swindale, Knock Ore Gill and Hardshins Mine. A pair were seen displaying
“'dn threé cccasions in the Gréen Hole Moss Flats area in ﬂ976 “They were
Present throughout the breedlnv season and may have bred on the ground.
It is- present throughout the year with a small passage of migrants
‘recorded in edtumm. Two neotjlngs ringed in the northern Pennlnes ‘have
‘been shot in France. Other récoveries in Brltain show & mainly southerly
dispersal. of young, but they have been. recovered from North Berwick,
Maxyport’ and Windermere. A total of 53 were shot between 1900 and 1928
~“by Gamekeépers at Moor- House° The hlghest yearly total belng 16 in 1922.

MERLIN (Falco columbarlus) One or two palrs bireed annually on the
Reserve east of the summit ridge, there is also a passage of migrants .

in autumn and to a lesser degree in springe. The follow1ng food 1tems have
béen identlfled Trom remalns gathered at feedlng posts

' Meadow Pipit, Skylark, Dunlln,_Snlpe, Goldflnch, nednoll
Llnnet Emperor Moth and Northern Eggar Motho

" A nestling’ rlnged on the Reserve on 7 July 1975 was killed by Tlying
into a window at Ponteland (Northumberland) on 5 September 1975,
58 Km north-east.

Gamekeepers at Moor House shot 60 between 1900 and 1020 ?he highest
'yearly total belnw 10 in 1903 and 1920. :
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PEREGRINE (Falco peregrinus). Recorded during spring and summer, less
often at other times, hunting over the Reserve. Known food taken by
Peregrines includes Red Grouse, Golden Plover, Wood Pigeon, Racing
Pigeon and Black Headed Gull.

BLACK GROUSE (Lyururs tetrix). Rarely recorded on the Reserve.

They have in recent years bred below the Reserve on the west side,
and may breed on the Reserve in the Crowdundle area. The only
record from the east side is of two males on.Matter Hill in 1974,
They are recorded regularly on Bellbeaver Rigg, whilst down the Tyne,
there is a lek of up to 20 males.

RED. GROUSE (%gggﬁggwigggpus scoticus). Common:breedihg“species,
regident throughout the year, subject of a study, results of which can
be found in the Annual Revorts. o

PARTRIDGE (Pefdlx_perdlw) May breed some years on bracken covered -
ground on the west side. I have known nests in this type of habitat
elsewhere in the northern Pemnines. No records from east of the
summit ridge, occasionally from the west side at any time of the year.
A party of 9 were seen by the Silverband track on 13 November 1975,
well above the snow line.

OYSTERCATCHER (Haematopus ostralegus). One or two pairs breed annually
on gravel beds by the Tees up to 1700 ft. There are also small numbers
of non-breeding birds seen during the summer months. Recorded as a
passage migrant in spring and late: summer, rarely at other times,

and has been recorded passing over the summit ridge.

LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus) Breeding along the Tees up to Fall Crag,
on Knock Fell and lower down on the west side. Total breeding popu~
lation is 20-25 pairs. The breeding birds arrive back in early April,
but also recorded as a migrant in spring and summer and occasionally
seen passing over in winter months. After breeding is over the birds
flock and move down into the valleys, returning by day to feed on the
fells in fine weather.

GOLDEN PLOVER (Pluvialis apricaria). Breeding all over the east side of
the Reserve but rarely below 1800 ft. on the west side. The breeding
population is difficult to estimate, but is in the region of 80»100 pairge.
This species has been recorded on the Reserve every month of the year,
but rarely between September and December. Normally many of the birds
seen early in the year are of the northern race., At this time it is. .
reasonably simple to sepsrate the two races. The breeding birds arrive
back in mid-April and breeding is usually underway by the first week in
May. Most breeding birds and young have left by the end of July,
although some remain into August. A chick about 2 weeks old, was ringed
at Moor House on 1 August 1976. These late broods are more than likely
to be from replacement clutches. B

RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius hlatlcula) Only one record from within the
Reserve and this was of one seen “about a mile above Cow Green, by, the Tees.
This species is increasing as a breeder in the riorthern Pennines, and ‘
has been recorded nesting at two sites above 1600 ft. and may one day
breed along the Tees within the Reserve. .
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DOTTEREL (EBudromias morinellus). Passage migrant mainly in Spring.

WHIMBREL (Numenlus ohaeqpus) Passaga migrant recorded annually in the
northern Pennines, usually in sutumi, but occasionally in spring. 14 Séen
vassing east to west at Troutbeck Head on 23 August 1974 and one at
Troutbeck Biridge on 6 September 1974 are the only records I have for the
Reserve. 9 seen flying north over Bellbeaver Rigg on 13 May 1976.

CURLEW (Numenius arqpata) The Reserve holds a breeding population of
1520, pairs. These are mainly east of the summit ridge. A nest was found
at 2500 ft. on the summit of Knock Fell in 1975. It is usually April before
the breeding birds return, although migrants are sometimes recorded in
March. Migration of:Curlews sometimes takes place at night, which may be
the reason that no flocks have been recorded.

REDSHANI (Tr;mgg totanus) Increasing as a breeder on higher ground in the
northern Pennineu, where nests have been found up to 2200 ft. 'A palr was
seen in early June 1975 at over 2700 ft. on Cross TFell. No nest: was found,
but the behaviour of these birds was that of adults with young. Redshank
return to the Reserve in early April and have usually left by the end of
July. They are rarely recorded at other times. A breeding population on
the Reserve of 0-10 pairs are mainly distributed along the Tees with one

or two pairs in the Crowdundle area on the west side.

GREENSHANK (Trlngp nebularla)a Regularly recorded in late summer-early:
autumm. . Most. records are.of single biprds, but three were recorded together
at Troutbeck Foot in September 1976. One; seen on the Tees between Tees
Bridge and Green Burn, stayed for over a weck in mid-June 19754

GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa. ochropus). Recorded in small numbers annually in
the northern Pennines, occa31onally within the Reserve. All records have
been in autumn, though: sprlng re coraa are known from the Eden Valley.

COMMON -SANDPIPER (AQF}EES hypoleucos)a Adults arrive back on the Reserve
in early to mid- Aorll' and all have left by the end of July. A breeding
population of about %0 pairs on the ReServe, nesting up. to 2000 ft. on

2ll major streams but occasionally above this on the Tees. Arbrood of

four newly hatched: chicks were ringed close to Nether Hearth Bridge on

26 June 1975. I was able to find these CthkS agaln ‘'by watching from a Land
Rover each evening for the following 11 dayss ' The first 9 days they stayed
within 150 yards of the vinging site. On fthe 10th day they were half .a
mile downstream on Troutbeck and a further 300 yerds downstream on the

11th day. I was unable to find them after this. I have watched adults
calling their young on to water and allow them to he washed downstream for
about 30 yards before calling them back to- 1andn-

SNIPE (gggggpggp gallinazo). Commonest of the waders recorded on the
Reserve. Nests have been found on thtle Dun Fell up to 2150 ft., and I
am sure they breed higher than this, and use the marshy ground near the
summit of Cross Fell. The breeding numbers: aie very difficult to estimate.
The only way seems to be to listen for drumming at dawn. The species

is unlike the other waders in sometimes having:two broods. The breeding
birds are back on the fell by mldearch and -have usually left by the cend
of August. Some migration in autum, ‘and vossivly spring, does take place
through the Reserve, bult is never very notlceable° It has been recorded

in the winter months°



" WOODCOCK (Scolopus ruutlco]a) Only occasionally recorded on the
Reserve and all records have been from west of the summit ridge. This

. species may breed some years on. marshy and bracken covered ground on

the west side. I have known nests in this type of habitat up to 1200 ft.
One was watched rodding over Green Castle area.

'DUNLIN (Calidris alpina). A number of pairs breed on the Reserve in the
Hard Hill - Knock Fell area, and occasionally elsewhere. The breeding
birds arrive back in early April and have left by the end of July. The
nutber ‘of breeding pairs of this species seem to vary a great deal from
year to year. Rarely recorded outside the breeding season and no obvious
migration noted.

COMMON GULL (Larus canus). Recorded from July to September when parties
of migrants pass over. Rarely seen at other times. The species has been
recorded bleedlng in the northérn Pennines in recent Jearb.

HERRING GULL (}fﬁ&gﬁjﬁgﬂgﬁ&@iﬁg)n Rarely recorded°

LECSER BIACK .BACKED GULL (Laxus fuscus) Breeding does occur on the
northern Pennines. On. the Reserve, it is. recorded as passing over ‘at
any time of year. There are also up to 30 hlrds, mainly immature,
summering on the Reserve. '

GREAT BLACK BACKED GULL (}fg}@iﬁ?gﬁggg). Rarely recorded.

BLACK HEADED GULL (Larus fldlbundus) A regular visitor to the Reserve
in spring and summer “from the bfeedlng colonies at ‘Cow Green and Holden
Hurth Dam, but rarely seen at other times. A pair nested at 2450 ft. at
Knock Tarn in 1976,

WOOD PIGEON (CoWumba_pa_umous) TFlocks of up to 4O seen passing through
on migration in autumn. Rarely recorded at othexr times.

[URTLE DOVE (Streptoplia turtur). A sidgle bird at Hoor House on
25 May. 1976 is the onlj recovdo One was. seen about the same date in
Scordale by R..W. Robson, B. Garbutt and D. Lloyd.

COLLARED DOVE (Streptoplia decaocto). Touf seen in the Pasture tree
enclosure on 22 April 1975 and one on O May 1976.

CUCKOO (Cuculus canorus). Rarely recorded on the Resexrve and mainly low
down on the West side.

SHORT EARED oWL (A51o flammeus) Recorded as a mlwrant passing through
in spring and autumm, but up to two pairs breed on the Reserve on the
~east side in the Bog End ~ Force Burn area, and also on the east side of
Hard Hill. Known food ‘taken by analysis of pellets includes: Common
and Pigmy, Shrew, wihich form the bulk of food taken, with a few Common
Voles and . many heétles.

SWIFT (Apus apus). Tlocks of up to 200 seen hawking for insects around
the swimits on fine warm days in summer. Also recorded passing over as
a migrant.

WRYNECK (Jynx torquilla). One seen in Nether Hearth tree enclosure on
-2 - Seontember 197ﬁ and one in the Pasture tree enclosure on 30 August 1976,
these are the only records. The latter was caught and ringed.
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SKYLARK (Alauda arvensis). HMost breeding birds are found close to the
sumnit with a few pairs on Hard Hill and down the west side. Rarely
recorded below 2000 ft. on.the east side. ' The Skylark .arrives back
early in the year, usually by the end of February, though this depends
on the weather condltlonoa Also recorded as a migrant in spring and
autume. ' : ¥ )

SAND MARTIN (Riparia Q_ggg&g) Occasionally recorded throughout the
summer months, '

SWALLOW (leundo ruptlca) Has bred in the past at MMoor. House and the
: bulldlngs at Silverband Mine. Now only recorded passing over during the
summey months. ‘ E '

HOUSE MARTIN (Dellchon urblca) Occasionally recorded passihg over during
the swmmer months. ' ‘-

YELIOW WAGTAIL (Mota01lla f]ava) First recorded breedlng onthe Reserve
in 1976, a pair rearing two broods close to the Field Station. Also
recorded as a migrant in spring and autunm. each year.

GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla cinerea). - 5 - 10 pairs breed on the Reserve by
streams on both east and west sides, up to 1900 ft. Occasionally
recorded on migration in aulwm. B ’

PIED WAGTATTL, (Mota01lla alba.yarrellll) About twenty breeding pairs,
mainly on the west side, nestlng along the streams and in the rocky screes.
There is some migration through the Reserve in spring and autumn when they
-use the trees for roosting. Nether Heaw th trees. held 1ouvteen or’

fifteen birds on 1 October 1975. oo ;

WHITE WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba alba). Three seen in Rough Sike.- .

- MEADOW- PTPILT (Antnuu*pLaten51s) Commonest breeding bird on the Reserve
with an average density of about one palr per .25 acres. The highest
density is on white ground alongside streams, and the lowest in eroded
peat hags and along the sumnits where the vegetation is too short to give
cover for nests. There is also a considerable passage.of migrants through
the Reserve with flocks of over 100 recorded in autumn.. 'The breeding birds
start to arrive in late March and may on occasions: be. double brooded°
The trees around the Field Station are favoured for roostlng°

GREAT GREY SHRIKE (Lanius excubltor) One seén in Nether Hearth tree
enclosure on 6 and 7 October 1974,  This, 1s the only record.

DIPPER (Cinclus cinclus). A resident b;eedlﬂg bpe01es that breeds along

all major streamsides on the Reserve up to 2400 ft. Only in exceptionally
severe weather, when the stresms are completely frozen over, do these birds
leave the area. This has only happened once in the years 1974-76. In
mid--December 1976 all left and did not return until the second week of
February 1977. In the winters of 1974 - 75 and 197576 two ‘small roosts were
found under the Tees and Troutbeck bridges. Five and four birds vespectively
were found on the same nights. e

Durlng the period of moult, late July--August, Dlopers are rarely seen,

but it is believed that they do not leave the Reserve, but theJ may
become flightless and spend their time skulking under banks. Song can

be heard durjng spells of mild weather, from late October onwards.
Breeding at 1000 ft. takes place some four to five weeks later than in

the Eden Valley, some 1000 ft. lower. I have never lmown a casé of double
brooding above 1600 ft. and those breeding between 1200 ft. and 1600 ft.
are not double brooded every year. The Reserve breeding population is
between 17 ~ 19 nairs.



1974 1975 1976
Tees | | . o 5 9
Troutheck ) 3 3 3
Swindale , 1 1 1
Knock Ore Gill . 2 e 2 : 2
Crowdundle ' 2 2 2
Fdrqg Burn _ _ 1 . _ 1 1
Moés Bﬁrn . i ' o 1I

s —— N

17 18 .19

-Thesgﬁfigurgs are based on counts of birds seen along streams during

the breeding season, but not all the nests have been-found in any one

year, and of those found in 1976 the following habitats were used:-
Watgrfalls 2

Peat ‘banks * b

Rock face ' 1
Bridges 2
12

The average clutch gize is 491u~'0f the 12 nests found, seven were
re-visited and the young ringed. Tor these the average clutch size
was Ha.lt and a 100% hatching success was recorded.

Nests on peat banks have been recorded where the adults have excavated a
depression to hold the nest. This is the only type of nest site where
I have known this to occur.

During the breeding season of 1975 it was noted that a small number of
non-breeding birds wes present on the high ground above Green Burn
and Moss Burn. In 1976 no evidence of this was seen.

There are two ringing recoveries of birds crossing the sumnmit ridge.
One ringed as a nestling at Kirkby Thore was recovered in the same
year at Alston, amd one ringed in the Crowdundle area was recovered at.
Bishop Auckland.

- WREN (Troglodytes troglodytes). Has been recorded breeding above
2500 ft. on Cross Tell. On the Reserve it is mainly seen alongside
streams where it builds its nest under over-hanging banks or in
cracks in rocks. It also breeds in the tree enclosures, and
occasionally in aveas of eroded peat. In some years it is possibly
more common than the Skylark. Also recorded on migration and
occasionally during the winter months.
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DUNNOCK (Prunella modularis). At least one pair breeds annually in the
tree enclosures. Also recorded as a migrant in autwm and to a lesser
extent in spring. One stayed at Moor House throughout the winter of
1976777 when temperatures dropned to -13°C, and snow covered the giround
thiroughiout December and January. It survived by feeding on food put out
for the sheep and dog, and roosted in the buildings.

ROBIN (Erlthacus rubecula) Recorded as a passage migrant in autwm.
Less often recorded in spring and rarely at other times.

BLACK REDSTART (Phoenlcurus ochruros). A female seen at Moor House on .
% April 1976 is the only Trecord for the Reserve. It was observed from a
distance as close as 10 ft.

REDSTART (Phoenjcurus phoenicurus). Recorded annually in spring and more
often on autumn mwvratwnno Seen mainly in the tree enclosure and occasionally
on the open fell. A female was seen on 1 November 1976 by the Reservoir

in Rough Sike. G

WHINCAT (Saxicola rubetra). Small numbers recorded on migration in spring
and autumn.

STONECHAT (Saxicola torquata). ALl records have been in autwm, usually in
small parties of up to 5 birds.

WHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe). Up to thirty pairs breeding on the west side
with only ‘three or four on the easts The first Wheatear is usually recorded
in late March or the first few days of April but it is mid-April before

they appear in aay number. The Wheatear declined in npumber in the late
1960's and has nol. recovered though there has been a small increase over
the last two years. Also recorded on vassage migration.

RING OUZEL (Turdus torquatus). The Ring Ouzel returns to the Reserve in
early April. A breeding population is estimated of 10--15 pairs on the
west side, and only three to five pairs on the east. The usual nest site
is a rock ledge, but on the east side they have been recorded building
nests on grass covered banks, under overhanging heather in peat hags, and
up to 3ft. above the ground in the tree enclosures. Also recorded as a
migrant when up to thirty have been recorded in flocks of mixed birds of
the thruch fomily.

BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula). At least one pair breeds each year, either in
the buildings at Moor House or in the tree enclosures nearby. A common
spring and autumn m1grant also recorded occasionally duflng the winter
months.

FIELDFARE (Tufdus pllarlu) Has been recorded in every month except
July--and August ‘During autumn migration flocks of up to 300 have been
recorded, but usually they are much smaller than this. Tieldfares do
feed on the fells in early autumn and have been known to roost in
heather and in the tree enclosures.

REDWING (Turdus 111acus) Is a common migrant in autumn, but less common
in spring, and often Teard passing over during the night. Like Fieldfares
they feed on the fell, but are not known to have roosted in the heather,
though they often use the trees.

SONG THRUSH (Turdus ohllome]os) Occasionally recorded in the summer months,
and as a spring and autumn mlprant A cock bird sang for over a fortnight
in Nether Hearth tree eaclosure in May and June 1973, but failed to attract
a mate. . . :




MISTLE THRUSH (Turdus viscivorus). After breeding is completed in the
valleys flocks of up to thirty have been seen feeding on the fells,
“returning to the valleys at night. Also recorded as a passage migrant.

SEDCE WARBLER (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus). Single birds were recorded
in Nether Hearth tree enclosufe on )O May 1976 and 7 Aumust 1976. Both
were caught and. rlnged

GARDEN WARBLER (gylv1a borin). One, the only record, was caught in
the Pasture Tree enclosure on 6 August 1976,

BLACKCAP (Sylvia atricapilla). A hen bird was seen in Nether Hearth
.trcc enclogure on 5 May 1975 and a male in the same enclosure on
6 Bnd .29 Septémber 1976,

WILLTETHROAT (Sylvia communis). One bird, the only record, was seen
in the Pasture tree enclosure on & May 197(

WILLOW WARBLER (Phylloscopus trochilus). A common migrant in spring and
autum. : .

CHIFF CHATT (Phylloscopus collybita). Only record is one heard in the
Pasture tree enclosure on 22 April 1974,

GOLDCREST (Regulus regulus). Bred in Bog End trees in' 1974 snd Pasture
Ctree enclosure in 1975, No proof of breeding in 1976 aithougn present

for much of the summer. A passage migrant with greater numbers recorded
in autumn than in spring. A total of twenty four were caught and

ringed in two hours on 19 October 1976 in the Pasture and Nether Hearth
enclosures. There were many more in the area and all had left by mid-day.

PIED FLYCATCHER (Ficedula hypoleuca). A female was recorded in Nether
Heaxrth tree- enclosure on 2% May 1076 and this is the only record. :

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER (Ficedula . girista ). A few are recorded on migration
in both spring and autwm most years.

GREAT TIT (Parus major). Rarely recorded, mostly in autumn.

BLUE TIT (Parus caeruleus) Most records are in autumn and only
occa51onally at other times.

CORN BUNTING (Tmberiza calandra). A male singing from the Meadow wall

on 16 April 1975 is the only Tecord.

YELLOW HAMMER (Emberlza c1tf1ne]la) Rarely recorded, but usually one
or two appear each 3 yeaxr “during the summer.

REED BUNTING (bmbeflza schoeniclus). A male bird was heard singing by the
Tees near Sike Hill in May 1975, 411 other records have been in autumn.

SNOW BUNTING (Plcctrqphenax nlvalls) A winter visitor in small numbers
most years though flocks of up “to 200 have been seen in the northern
Panmnines some years. Now less common at Moor House than in the late
1950's and 1960's,

CHAFTINCH (Fringi}la coelebg)° A passage migrant in spring and autumn,
also a non breeding swimer visitor and en occasional winter visitor.
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BRAMBLING (Fringilla montlfflnﬁllla) A cock bird caught and ringed at
Nether Hearth tree enclosure on + October 1976 is the only record '

GREENFINCH (Carduells chlorls) A passage migrant more often recorded in
autumn than sollng ut occa51onally at other times.

bOLDFlNCH (bafduclls carduells) - ban be seen'at'anyﬁ%ime'of'yearyﬁbut is
most ‘common in autummn. S i i i

REDPOLL (Aganthis flammea).. Bred in Pasture tree enclosure and Nether
Hearth tree eénciosure in 1075, two nests being found. ‘In 1976.thev wére
present during the breeding season but were not proved to breed. Also
recorded.. annuallj on mlgﬁatlon in soxlng and more. often in. autumn A

TWITE (Ag@nthlb f]av1rostfls) Larely recordedn

[T

LINNET (A qpthls caanablna) Bred in -Pdsture tree:enclosure and NeLher

Hearth trees in 1975 and 1976 A reasonably common migrant in autumn but
less often seen in Snrlngn

BUTLLFINCH (Eyrrhula OV“rhula) One record of one male and two females
seen at Moor Iouse on 19 ) October 1975,

HOUSTE SPARROW.(Pasgpr doqestiqgg)a NGRS up each year usually in
late sumier and autwm.

TRER SPARPOW-(Passerlmontanus) As for the House Sparrow above.

STARTING (Sturnus vu%gaLls) To;merly bred at Moor House and in tne
buildings at ollvei Band Mine.- Now only recorded as a migrant and feedlng
on the fells in the summer months. Flocks of un to 300 have been
recorded. Also recorded occa51ona11J durlng the w1nter months.

MAGPIE (Pica Pica). One at Moor House on "7 Aprll 1970 is the only fecord°

JACKDAW (Corvus monedula), ROOK (Corvus': 1rq£}1qgus) rand CARRIOVICROW'
(QP"VUQ porone3 HMixed flocks of these: -species spend the- summer after
the breeding season is over, feeding on the fells and returning to the
valleys at night., All have been recorded occasionzlly at other times

though none hreed on the Reserve.

RAVEN (gggwﬁigggg§>°"Regularly recorded throughout thée year.
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Appendices

1o Species recorded between 1974 and 1976,

Heron S Common Gull

Pink-Footed CGoose Herring Gull

Wigeon - - Lesser Black-Backed Gull
Teal Great Black-Backed Gull
Mallaxd Black~Headed Gull
Goosander Wood Pigeon

Hen Harrier
Buzzard
Golden Lagle
Kestrel
Mexrlin
Peregrine
Black Grouse
Red Grouse
Partridge
Oystercatcher
Lapwing
Golden Plover
Ringed Plover
Dotterel
Whimbrel
Curlew
Redshank

Greenshank

Green Sandpiper

Common Sandpiper

Snipe
Woodcock

Dunlin

Turtle. Dove
Collared Dove
Cuckoo
Short-Eared Owl
Swift

Wryneck
Skylark

Sand Martin
Swallow

House Martin
Yellow Wagtail
Grey Wagtall
Pied Wagtail
White Wagtail

Meadow Pipit

CGreat Grey Shrike

Dipper

Wren

Dunnock

Robin

Black Redstart
Redstart

Whinchat



Stonechat
Wheatear

Ring Ouzel
Blackbird
Fieldfare
Redwing

Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush
Sedge Warbler
Garden Warbler
Blackcap
Whitethroat
Willow Warbler
Chiff Chaff
Goldcrest

Pied Flycatcher
Spotted Flycatcher
Great Tit

Blue Tit

Corn Bunting

.12 ..

Yellow Hammer

. Reed Bunting

.. Snow Bunting

Chaffinch
Brambling
Greenfinch
Goldfinch
Redpoll

Twite

Linnet

. Bullfinch

House Sparrow

. Tree Sparrow
-Starling

Magpie

Jackdanr

Roolk

Carrion Crow

. Raven
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2. Additional species recorded before 197k,

WHOOPER SWAN (Cygnus c Gy renus).  Five flying south west at Trout
Beck on 19 Octobef 19 (A, 5. P. Gore).
GREYLAG GOOSE (Anser amser). (T. L. Hodgson and others)

SHELDUCK (Tadorna tadorna). Seen on 3 February 1964 and 9 April 1964
(Te L. Hodgson, also reported by Dr. J. C. Coulson).

POCHARD (Aythya ferina). Seen on 11 May 1954 (A. Millar) and
6 June 1970 (T. IL. Hodgson).

PTARMIGAN (Lagopus mutus). Seen on 12 December 1961 on Knock Fell
(A. Eddy). There is a history of albinism in Red Grouse in this area,
and I feel this is the case with this bird.

PHEASANT (Phasianus colchlcus) Date wikmoun, but in the late
1960's in Nether Hearth tree cnclosure (T. L. Hodgson) «

MOORHEN (Gallinula choropus). This species was recorded breeding at
Tady Vein and Holden Hurth, by T. L. Hodgson. Both these sites are
close to the eastern boundary of the Reserve, but just off it.

SPOTTED REDSHANK (Iringa erythropus). Recorded by Dr. J. C. Coulson,
(date unknown).

JACK SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minima). Two at Hood Crag on 20 April 1956
(E. Roberts).

BARN OWL (Tyto alba). Seen on 12 and 13 July 1963 at Nether Hearth
(7o L. Hodguoﬁj

SNOWY OWL (Nyctea scandiaca). Seen on 23 March 1957 at Force Burn
(T. L. Hodgson).

TAWNY OWL (§§£}Y aluco). Seen on 18 May 1953, 3 October 1957,

15 June 1958, 22 August 1958 and 5 February 1964 (T. L. Hodgson, also
reported by Dr. J. C. Coulson).

SISKIN (Carduelis spinus). On 20 October 1963 in Rough Sike and
22 May 1964 on House Hill. Both were found dead (T. L. Hodgson).
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Total number of sﬁecies“gecorded 197476

Additional species 1952+73

Number species recorded breéding,

’197!-%'*_76

Additionhal species 1952-73

30



.15 .

L. Breeding gpecies
197k 1975 1976 -

Teal b pd X
Mallard ® pd x
Merlin bd pid X
Red Grouse ' X x x
Oystercatcher x X i3
Lapwing x x X
Golden Plover X X x
Curlew X X x
Redshank 'S x x
Common Sandpiper b4 b'e b'q
Snipe X X x
Short-EBared Owl ' x ¥ x
Skylark . X X - X
Yellow Wagtail X
Grey Wagtail X X x
Pied Wagtail: X B X
Meadow Pivpit : X X e
Dipper - KX X X
Wren - X x X
Dunnoclk: X X X
wﬁeatear L : ﬁ x x
Ring -Ouzel ' x X X
Blackbird x x x
Goldorest - x x

Redpoll X

Linnet X x

Additional. species recorded breeding 1852~1973

Buzzard, Kestrel, Swallow, Starling.
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5. Pagture Tree Enclosure (1850 feet 0.D.)

Specles recorded breeding:~

1974 1975 1976
Meadow Pipit x X X
Wren - _ X X
Dunnock ' x
Ring Ouzel X
Blackbird : X
Goldcrest E X
Redpoll. ’ x
Linnet - p'd x

Nether Hearth Tree Enclosure (1000 feet 0.D.)

Species recorded breeding: -

Common Sandpiper ' ps x

Pied Wagtail " h x

Ring Ouzel X

Blackbird X

Redpoll X

Linnet X e
Note:-

The tree enclosures are two small areas, each of an acre, in which
Pine (mainly Pinus contorta, P. mugo and P. sylvestris) Sorbus intermedia

[ Srtnvii=)

and So_ggggparla, ‘and 2 few other species, are growing to a helght “of

16 feet, but with great variability. The Pasture enclosure has provided
dense thicket condition, whilst Nether Hearth, with trees planted in

clumps on an 0ld lead mine site, has taller trees but is mostly unplanted.

Further details are given in the Reserve Record.
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G. Species ringed on or close to the Reserve:.

1974

Merlin

Co

Lapwing
Golden Plover
Redshank
Common Sandpiper 1
Snipe : 2
Black-ileaded Gull (Cow Green)
Short-Fared Owl

Wryneck

Yellow Wagtail

Grey Wagtall

Pied Wagtail 18
Meadow Pipit 9
Divpper 23
Wren

Dunnock 2
Robin 2
Redstart

Whinchat

Stonechat

W

Ring Ouzel
Blackbird 6
I'ieldfare

Redwing

Song Thrush

Mistle Thrush

Sedge Warbler

Garden Warblexr

1975

52

1976

10
39

Ll-'

10

27



6. Species ringed on or close to the Reserve (continued):

Blackcap
Willow-Warbler
Goldcrest
Spotted Flycatcher
Blue Tit

Reed Bunting .
Chaffinch
Brambling
Greenfinch
Goldfinch
Redpoll

Linnet

- 18 .

22

18

O

14
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7o Recoveries of birds ringed at Moor House

. . B
Meadow Pipit - ringed 6 Séptember 1976, controlled Sark, Channel
Islands on 17 October 1976,

{

Merlin -~ ringed as a nestling 7 July 1975, killed by flying into
a window at Ponteland, Northumberland on 5 September 1976.

Snipeﬂn ringed 20 June31975 as a chick, shot at Maboy near Portglenome,
Antrim on 1 Novewber 1975,

Blue Tit - ringed on 27 September 1974, killed by a.cat at Cotherstone,

Yorkshire on 6 June 1975,

Robin -~ riﬁged on 19 August 1974, controlled at Flackney, Leicester
on 2k January 1976,

Dipper - ringed as a nestling on 2 June 1970, eontrolled at Bishon
Aucklemnd on 20 November 1970,

A numher of birds return to Moor House for two or three consecutive
years. Since 1974 this has included Meadow Pipits, a Blackbird,
Ring Ouzel and Pied Wagtail.

* The term controlled refers to a bird that has been caught elsewhere
and released.
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References to Moor House publlcatlons on Blrds

COULSON; 'J. C. 1M956. Biological studies on the Meadow Pipit (Anthus
pratenols) and moorland Tipulidae, members of a food chain.
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ecology. Durham Un1vers1ty, Zoology Research Project.

TAYLOR P. and RAWES, M. 197{&o The ecology of the Red Grouse. In:
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