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DRAFT

Response to comments on:

Water Regime of River Meadows: Yarnton Mead Case Study,
IH Report to MAFF on Project AD2, July 1991.

Title page. A botanical survey of the plants in the immediate

vicinity of the soil water measurement sites could rpobably
be arranged for summer 1992. The work would have to be
contracted out, preferably to Dr. A. McDonald, or staff
from English Nature who have been concerned with Yarnton
Mead.

p. 2,3, and 7. Corrections to references have been indicated on
an Errata SHeet, see attached,

p. 3. Pixey Mead is located to the other side of the Thames and
the map should have indicated so.

p. 8. Evidence of the occurrance of temporary perched water

tables was cited in Section 2.3. This presumably is due to
the low conductivity of the deeper alluvium. wWhen this
occurs, the saturated zone will be located within the
alluvium and the water in this zone will be available to
the vegetation. Plant uptake, and/or slow drainage mean
that the saturated condition is only short lived.

p. 9, 17,25 etc. The information regarding the measurement

P-

p. 1

methods used was placed in an Annex because it was felt
that the report would be more accessible to the non-expert
if he/she was not faced with all the detail. However it
seems from the comments that certain points should also be
mentioned in the main text, in particular the definition of
L.A.I. used, the fact that the range of tensiometers is
limited and that gypsum blocks, used here to measure soil
water potential below tensiometer range, are not very
accurate. The "partial" nature of the soil water potential
data obtained 1is, to a large extent, unavoidable with
existing equipment. Greater staff input to servicing
tensiometers would have improved the data somewhat, but was
not feasible in the available budget.

10. In 1987, when the tipping bucket gauge was first
installed, there were repeated problems with an unreliable
logger which unfortunately were not immediately recognised.
Thereafter, data was very occasionally lost due to battery
problems or the logger not being changed on time so that
its memory was exceeded. The automatic weather station
failed very occasionally.

3. The Hydra and automatic weather station were only used

at Yarnton in 1989 because the equipment became available
due to cancellation of another project. The MAFF budget
would not have covered the equipment rental or the staff
time for data processing that year.

29. The movement of soil water is explained more fully in



Section 4.4.4 but a simple explanation of the concepts of
soil water potential gradients and soil water fluxes with
diagrams would help the reader.

p. 30. The lowest soil water potentials occurred where there
were most roots, due to plant abstraction of soil water.
How these low potentials affected individual species is
uncertain. Generally -15000 cm water head is regarded as
wilting point but that figure may not be appropriate in the
context of river meadow species. Some plants had roots to
much greater depth which probably were very important in
providing their water needs.

p. 32. The spring samples were virtually all "green material"
and no separation was made.

p. 37. There is little information available on the effect of
temperature on transpiration rates, and what there is
mainly pertains to agricultural species. In dgeneral the
literature suggests that there is little plant growth at
air temperatures below 5 C and so below that temperature,
transpiration will be minimal. Above about 10 C there
seems to be little or no temperature effect. Mean daytime
temperatures at Yarnton in 1990 were between 5 and 10 C
for about two weeks in April 1990 and thereafter remained
above 10 € until the end of October. If the available
information on temperature influences is applicable in the
varnton context where there is a mixed sward, then low
temperatures could well have contributed to the reduced
transpiration rates measured early in the growing season.
Temperature will have had an indirect effect through its
influence on plant growth and so the rate of increase of
ieaf area.



Water Regime of River Meadows: Yarnton Mead Case Study

Errata

Pages 2, 3, and 7

Page 7

Page 38

Page 60

Reference 10 "NCC, 1989 should read "NCC, 1990".

Reference to McDonald and Hawker, 1989~ should read "McDonald
and Hawker. 1988

Reference 10 "Youngs er al. 1990" should read "Youngs er af.
1989~

Reference to publication by Baker shouid read:
"Baker, H. 1937, Alluyvial meadows: a comparative study of grazed
and mown meadows. J.Ecol., 25:408-420"

Reference 1 publication by Burt and Ventner 1988 should read:
"Burt, T.P. and Ventner, P. 1988. Annual Summary of Weather at
Oxford for 1987 Radcliffe Meteorological Station, School of
Geography. University of Oxford.



Executive Summary

The report presents the results of an investigation of the water balance and
soil water regime at Yarnton Mead. The Mead, an ancient floodplain hay
meadow beside the River Thames near Oxford, is part of an SSSL

Water table levels, soil water content and soil water potentials have been
monitored to establish the normal range of soil conditions which the plant
community experiences. The response of the vegetation to these was recorded
by measuring builk evaporation rates using a Hydra, an instrument designed
and developed at the Institute of Hydrology. Rates of influx of water to the
unsaturated zone from the groundwater were estimated using the measurements
of rainfall, actual evaporation and soil water content change in a simple water
balance.

Even when the water table was at its fowest position at the soil water
measurement sites (deeper than 1.1 m below ground level) in the dry summer
of 1990, soil water potentials at 0.5 m depth and below remained higher than
-1000 cm water head. Low potentials, ie. less than -3000 cm water head,
developed between the surface and 03 m but generally did not persist for
periods exceeding 3 weeks because rainfall events caused potentials to increase
rapidly at the surface.

‘In summer, when the soil profile was not draining, an upward gradient of soil

water potential developed in the unsaturated zone indicating that upward flow
from the proundwater could occur. Estimates of plant use of groundwater
indicated that in both 1989 and 1990, uptake accounted for more than 39% of
actual evaporation between the hay cut in early July, and the end of
September. Daily rates of influx reached 2.5 mm d! over short periods.

Actual evaporation rates werc less than the Penman potential demand during
most of the spring and summer of 1990, and the summer and early autumn of
1989. The maximum actual evaporation rates recorded were 55 mm d! and
39 mm d! in July 1989 and 1990 respectively; these were amongst the first
such direct field measurements of evaporation in Britain. Penman potential
evaporation rates occasionaly reached 6 mm d! in July each year.

Measurements in 1990 showed that the leaf area index {LAI) had reached 3
by mid-May. It was reduced to less than 1 by the hay cut and remained so,
due to subsequent grazing, until at least early October. It is probable that the
LAI is also small through the winter months when there is little growth. The
amount of vegetation present must therefore be an important factor in
controlling actual evaporation rates at Yamton Mead because a LAl of about
3 is generally required to obtain potential evaporation rates.

Measurements from other shallow water table habitats are required to
determine how representative these results are but there is no obvious reason
why they should not be generally applicable in the English lowlands.
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1. Introduction

1.1° RESEARCH SCOPE

Flood protection schemes inevitably disturb natmral floodplain vegetation and
this warrants monitoring and mitigation techniques.

This case study has investigated how the shallow water table/soil/plant system
operates in the field at Yarpton Mead. The objectives were:

1 to determine the range of water table and corresponding soil water
conditions which the plant community usually experiences;

2. to record the response of the vegetation to these conditions by
measuring transpiration rates;

3.  to estimate rates of groundwater discharge to the unsaturated zone
caused by plant abstraction.

The study provides a baseline under ‘normal’ conditions to allow models of
the system to be evaluated. This is an essential precursor to the use of
models to predict the effect of river level changes on floodplain vegetation.

This report presents the results of the field measurements at Yarnton Mead
from 1987 up until October 1990.

1.2 BACKGROUND TO THE RESEARCH

Water table level changes in river meadows may occur for various reasons.
However, knowledge of the depth by which a water table may change is,
alone, insufficient to understand the possible impact on the meadow flora. The
effect of such a change depends upon the character of the soil and the
tolerance of the plants to fluctuations in soil water conditions.

The principles of water behaviour in shallow water table soils have long been
discussed (e.g. Gardner, 1958). As a consequence of necessity, the Dutch in
particular have put a lot of effort into the development of models, based
upon theoretical soil physics, to simulate water fluxes in these soils (e.g.
De Laat, 1985). Much of that work has been conducted in the context of
arable cropped soils and, because of inherent practical problems, there has
been little field verification of the models.

In Britain a much smaller proportion of land is underlain by a shallow water
table, but much of this is of high agricultural and/or ecological value. River
channel changes for flood protection or navigational purposes may affect the
water level in the river and hence the groundwater level in the adjacent flood
plain. This in turn is likely to alter the water regime of the soil and hence



the ecological balance of meadows.

This study has focussed on Yarnton Mead, an ancient hay meadow located to
the north-west of Oxford, on the flood plain of the River Thames. The
Mead is part of a site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) designated because
of its flora, fauna and management history. The Institute was initially
involved in the Yarnton area through a contract to produce a groundwater
model to simulate the water table level modifications that could occur in
Yarnton and adjacent meads, due to proposed de-watering associated with a
nearby gravel extraction scheme. The gravel to be extracted is part of a
formation which underlies much of the flood plain; it is covered by alluvium
of wvariable depth, being 03 to 3.0 m over Yarnton Mead. The grave! is
permeable and flow within it is essentially horizontal. Evidently without use
of protection measures, pumping in the gravel workings could have significant
effects upon soil water conditions in the Mead.

One immediate difficulty for the groundwater modellers was to establish how
much discharge occurred from the shallow aquifer as a result of plant uptake,
and how to represent this in the model. Soil water measurement sites were
installed on the flood plain near Yamton, including two on the Mead,
specifically to obtain data to assist the groundwater modelling. However, it was
also apparent that there was very little information available to use in making
any assessment of the possible impact of water table level modifications on soil
water conditions and vegetation at Yarnton Mead, or other sites. Hence the
work described herein. Since 1987 the project has been partially funded by
MAFF (River and Flood Protection). The level of MAFF funding increased
substantially in 1990.

The pgravel extraction scheme started in 1989 and could have an impact on
Yarnton Mead in 1991 or 1992. The Institute is still retained to provide
expertise on groundwater matters to the pgravel contractors. The WNature
Conservancy Council initiated a long term botanical monitoring programme on
the Mead in 1988 (NCC, 1989). There has been collaboration between the
project described here and these others, to mutual benefit.



2. Yarnton Mead

2.1 SETTING

Yarnton Mead, and Pixey Mead, which is adjacent, have been designated as
an SSS1, for together they form one of the largest examples of flower rich
neutral grasslands in lowland England. In addition they have a documented
history which demonstrates that their management, of a hay cut and aftermath
grazing, has remained unchanged for some 1000 years (NCC, 1989).

Yarnton Mead, which is about 40 ha in extent, is bounded by the Thames to
the south and ditches along its western and much of its northern boundary
(Fig. 1). The Mead surface is almost flat. Linear depressions of 02 to 03 m
amplitude occur, and some are believed to be due to the presence of old
stream channels which have since been infilled with alluvium. Aeral
photography and remote sensing imagery suggest the presence of a system of
braided channels trending north-east south-west across the Mead, which
coincides with some of the depressions.

22 SEDIMENTOLOGY

The Mead is part of the broad Thames flood plain which is formed of
Holocene clayey river alluvium overlying gravels which are interpreted as
braided river deposits (Bryant, 1983). Radiocarbon dating evidence in the
Upper Thames Valley suggests the alluvium to have been deposited during the
Iron Age, or more recently, whilst the gravels are Pleistocene (Robinson and
Lanbrick, 1984).  These were deposited upon the impermeable Jurassic Oxford
Clay. The gravels vary in depth from about 3 m to 6 m. The depth of
alluvium is also variable, from less than 03 m to about 4 m. Borehole
evidence, from the Mead itself and nearby, suggests a trend of decreasing
alluvium depth from south-east to north-west. However hand augering in the
vicinity of the soil water measurement sites has shown that over distances of
less than 10 m, the alluvium depth can change from 0.5 m to 1.0 m.
Evidently in some places there is much small scale variability in the alluvium
depth.

The base of the alluvium is well defined. However, immediately below it,
evidence from augering, soil pits and boreholes has shown that there is very
often a layer 0.1 to 05 m deep of loamy sand, sand, or gravel with a loamy.
matrix.  Probably some of the finer (loamy) material is alluvium which has
been washed intoc the gravels The sand has been identified as one of the
many facies which form the gravel deposit (Dixon, pers. comm.).

Briggs er al (1985) have suggested that the alluvium is an overbank deposit
of a meandering stream. [t is predominantly clay occasionally grading to silty
clay texture. The clay is unconsolidated and exhibits marked shrinkage and
cracking when it dries out, features which influence the soils developed upon
it.
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23 SOILS

The variable sedimentology and topography (and hence depth to water table)
of Yarnton Mead give rise to several soil types There has been no
comprehensive survey of the Mead soils. However there have been several
opportunities to observe the soils in the vicinity of the soil water measurement
sites (Fig. 1) by hand augering survey, when cores were taken for root counts,
and when pits were excavated to take cores for laboratory measurements. The
soil profile descriptions are presented in Appendix A.

The soils about the sites belong to the Fladbury Series or varants of it. The
Fladbury Series are pelo-vertic-alluvial gley soils developed in clayey alluvium
(Jarvis er al, 1979). It is only distinguishable from the more calcareous
Thames Series by the absence of calcium carbonate above 0.4 m. Where the
base of the ailuvium is less than 0.8 m deep, the scils are akin to those of
the Carswell Series described by Jarvis (1973). Two variants have been
observed at Yarnton: the first is clayey over calcareous gravel and the second
clayey over sand with gravel below.

The soil at site 253 is of the Fladbury Serics, whilst at 553 it is a Carswell
soil. Both have stoneless well structured clay surface horizons (A) merging to
grey clay with strong mottles indicative of temporary anaerobic conditions.
The boundary to the gravelfsand is usually sharp.

Above about 03 m the clay has a well developed granular or sub-angular
blocky structure becoming coarser and prismatic with depth. Below, the
structure weakens and the clay is massive. Its consistency is quite plastic if
wet. On drying the massive clay shrinks and cracks into prismatic structures.
The shrinkage of these montmorillonitic clays is considerable. In places during
summer a polygonal pattern of cracks develops at the soil surface with some
cracks of up to 20 mm wide and 100 mm deep.

The degree of mottling is variable. However, in several profiles, between
about 0.3 and (0.6 m, a paler grey mottled horizon has been observed over a
browner mottled horizon. This coloration could be a reflection of the parent
material, but this explanation scems unlikely. It is interpreted as evidence
that temporary perched water tables occur in some of these soils. Soil water
potentials at another soil water measurement site, 153 (which was located near
the middle of the Mead and operational from August 1984 to August 1987),
occasionally indicated saturation at shallow depths, consistent with the presence
of a perched water table. A profile pit adjacent to 153 also exhibited the
coloration described above.

The presence of roots in the profile was noted when the soils were described;

.a few were commonly observed at about 0.6 m. The results of root counts’

made on soil cores are presented in Figure 2. Evidently some roots of certain
species extend to, and below, the water table in an average summer. It is not

‘known which species are so deep rooting. Also, there is no evidence to
“indicate whether the perennial species develop a new set of roots each year,

or use the same ones year to year, and if the [atter, when and to what
extent they are responsible for the plants’ water supply.
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24 VEGETATION

Yarnton Mead can be described simply as a species rich hay meadow but

.across the Mead there is considerable diversity. The first botanical record for

Yarnton was provided by Baker (1937) in a survey of Yarnton, Oxey and
Pixey Meads. He noted 69 species in total. Baker emphasised the importance
of three particular species to the character of the Meads :

- Sanguisorba officinalis (Great Burnet) which was abundant and often
dominant in the drier parts but rare elsewhere

- Chrysanthemum leucanthemum (Moon Daisy) which was rare where the
Burnet was dense but also only occurred in the dry areas;

- Filipendula ulmasia (Meadow Sweet) which was abundant in the wetter parts
and depressions.

Baker's survey was part of a comparative study of hay meads and Port
Meadow in Oxford, which has always been grazed by cattle and ponies. The
different management gave rise to significant differences in the respective floras.
It is noteworthy that until about 25 years ago, Yarnton Mead would always
have been cattle grazed after the hay cut. However, for practical reasons,
sheep have been brought to graze there in recent years and may have caused
botanical changes. o

In 1988 the the Nature Conservancy Council instigated a botanical monitoring
project at Yamton Mead (NCC, 1989). The first year's datza have been
described by McDonald and Hawker (1989) who report some 70 different
species of vascular plants excluding grasses but including rushes and sedges.
Several plant associations were recognised in addition to those distinguished by
Baker (1937).

In the vicinity of the soil water measurement sites, and along the well transect
(Fig. 1), three different plant communities, which correspond broadly to those
described by Baker (1937), were noted in this study :

1. In the area around the soil water measurement sites Sanguisorba was very
prevalent and extended to between wells PX22 and. PX23.

2. The transect crosses three topographic depressions. These  were
characterised by the dominance of grasses and the presence, in the two
northernmost, of Carex acufiformis (Lesser Pond Sedge), and in the
southern one the presence of Juncus species (Rush) and Phragmites
(Common Reed) also grows strongly along the river's edge.

3. Between these lower lying areas, the vegetation includes some Sanguisorba
but it is not dominant.  Chrysanthemum leucanthemum and many other
herbs are also present.



3. Measurements

The field work at Yarnton was undertaken with the kind permission of the
Yarmnton Meadsmen and their agents, and with the approval of the NCC. The
amount of instrumentation was Kept to a minimum in order (o limit damage
to the habitat. Also, activities other than routine monitoring, were restricted
in the weeks before the hay cut to prevent trampling of the hay crop. The
detail of the methods referred to below is provided in AppendicesB and C.

The focus of the soil water measurements since 1987 has been on the drier
parts of the Mead, where the water table is deeper and so more extreme soil
water conditions are likely to occur. Two soil water monitoring sites were
installed in the northwest corner of the Mead where the ailuvium is shallower.
At one site, 253, the alluvium/gravel boundary is at about 1 m depth; at site
553 it is at 0.6 m depth. It was anticipated that when the water table fell
into the underlying gravels, and the uppermost gravel drained, a hydraulic
discontinuity could develop in the drained gravel, preventing upward movement
of water from the groundwater. If that were to occur, the plants would be
dependant upon the soil water held within the alluvium which might not be
sufficient for their needs.

Much of the equipment at 253 was originally installed in the spring of 1985.

It was supplemented in September 1987, at which time site 553 was
established. Soil water content change was measured by the neutron probe
method (Appendix B.1) and soil water potential by means of mercury
manometer tensiometers and in 1990, gypsum resistance blocks in addition
(Appendix B2). A tipping bucket raingauge was located mid-way between the
sites.

A transect of 9 wells numbered PX 19 to PX 27 was installed in September
1988, to monitor water table ievels across the western end of the Mead
(Appendix B3). The transect is aligned north-south and passes through the
soil water measurement sites, from the boundary ditch to the nver. From
September 1987, the Mead was usually visited weekly to conduct the various
measurements and service instruments. During summer 1990 the frequency
was increased to twice per week

To obtain further information about the hydraulic properties of the Mead soil,
laboratory measurements of unsaturated conductivity (Appendix BS) and soil
water retention properties (Gardner and Lumadjeng, 1988) were conducted on
undisturbed soil cores.

Bulk actual evaporation rates were measured directly using a Hydra, an
eddy-correlation system developed at the Institute of Hydrology (Shuttleworth
er al, 1988). The instrument and its use are described in the Institute leaflet
included as Appendix C. The equipment provides daily real time data but
experienced operation and data quality control is required to exclude errors
introduced due for example, to the presence of moisture on the sensors.
The large flat expanse of Yarnton Mead and its relatively homogeneous form
of vegetation mean that there was no difficulty in satisfying the Hydra's
requirements of an undisturbed upwind fetch of 200 m to 400 m or greater,
for vegetation of this character (Gash, 1986). The instrument was located at



the western end of the Mead such that there was an open fetch of 250 m or
greater in all directions (Fig. 1).

An Automatic Weather Station (Strangeways, 1972) was installed adjacent to
the Hydra Both were operational from July to November in 1989, and from
Aprii onwards in 1990,

The variations in the actual evaporation measurements obtained in summer
1989 suggested that the quantity of vegetation present pre- and post the hay
cut, might be an important controlling factor. Accordingly in 1990 the
amount of vegetation present was monitored by making leaf area measurements
on five occasions and determining the leaf area index (LAI) (Appendix B.4).



4. Results and discussion

41 WEATHER
4.1.1 Meteorological data

On-site meteorological data were available for the periods July to October
1989 inclusive, and March to December 1990 inclusive, when the Automatic
Weather Station was on the Mead. At other times, daily rainfall
measurements were available from the on-site tipping bucket gauge, and
measurements from the Radcliffe Meteorological Station, maintained by the
University of Oxford, were used to compute daily Penman potentia
evaporation values. When, for various reasons, there was no rainfall data
from the Mead gauges, data from the Radcliffe Station were substituted. This
was necessary on several occasions in 1987 but only very occasionally
thereafter,

4.1.2 Rainofall

Figure 3 shows the monthly distribution of rainfall measured c;n the Mead
over the four years 1987 to 1990; the annual totals were :

1987 643 mm* *Data from Radcliffe Station, Oxford
1988 602 mm
1989 541 mm
1990 443 mm

It is appropriate to consider these data in relation to measurements made at
the Radcliffe Station because of the long data record there; the rainfall record
begins in 1767 and other measurements began in 1881 The rainfall
distribution at Yarnton was similar to that in the city, except for occasional
localised storms, and the annual totals are within 8% of one another. In
1988 the catch at Yarnton was slightly greater; in other years the converse
occurred. Table 1 shows the annual totals of rainfall, rain days (ie. days when
02 mm or more fell) and bright sunshine hours, and the mean daily air
temperature recorded in Oxford with differences from the long term mean
values.

10
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Figure 3 Monthly distribution of rainfall, 1987 to 1990
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Table 7 Annual weather statistics from the Radcliffe Meteomlogwal
Station, Oxford (Burt and Ventner 1988, 1989; Bunt and
Nightingale 1990; Burt and Munro 1991)

1987 1988 1989 1990

a b a b a b a b
RAINFALL 593 49 571t N 598 44 473 -169
mm
RAIN DAYS 167 o 162 138 135
302 mm d!
BRIGHT SUNSHINE 1373 -118 1402 89 1868 +377 1876  +385
HOURS
MEAN DAILY AIR 94 0.1 99 +0.4 111 +16 1.1 +1.6

TEMPERATURE °C

a = [(otal
b = difference from long term average

In terms of annual rainfall, the three years 1987, 1988 and 1989, were similar
and slightly drier than average.  The difference between the number of rain
days and sunshine hours recorded in 1989 and in the preceding years gives a
better indication of the droughtiness of the summer and autumn of 1989; the
number of rain days was reduced by about 15% and the number of sunshine
hours increased by approximately 27%.

The rainfall total for 1989 would have been significantly lower than the long
term mean but for wet weather in December which caused very extensive
flooding at Yarnton; from 20th December much of the Mead was inundated
for about 8 days. 1990 was the 12th driest year since records began at
Oxford (Burt and Munro, 1991) although very wet weather in February caused
further flooding which persisted for about 16 days.

4.13 Potential cvaporation

~ The daily 0900 hour records of sunshine hours, maxdmum and minimum air

temperature, relative humidity (derived from the wet bulb measurement) and
wind run at 22 m height at the Radcliffe Station were used to compute daily
estimates of potential evaporation. A computer program which adjusts the
windrun to 2 m height and uses the original Penman equation (Penman 1948)
was used for these calculations. These estimates were compared with those
derived from the AWS data for July to October 1989 and April to December
1990 inclusive (Table 2). The AWS records hourly average air temperature
and wet bulb depression, wind run at 2 m height, and net radiationn These
measurements are used to compute daily Penman potential evaporation values
(Roberts 1989). The data are thus considerably more refined than the
Radcliffe daily measurements.

12



Table 2 Comparison of monthly totals of potential evaporation

1989 1990
AWS Radcliffe % AWS Radcliffe Fo
mm mm Dilference mm mm Difference

APRIL - - na4 714 8
MAY - - 104.1 107.2 3
JUNE . - 79.1 1041 13
JULY 1306 1409 8 1279 133.7 5
AUGUST 117.3 1173 0 1126 1219 8
SEPTEMBER 64.9 69.4 7 17 69.7 -4
OCTOBER 379 383 1 433 402 -7
NOVEMBER - - 184 133 -28
DECEMBER - - 149 17 21

The difference in summer 1989 was 5%, the AWS estimate being smaller.
Over the 9 month period April to December 1990, the Radcliffe estimate was
also found to be larger than that from the AWS, by 6%. In summer the
difference was greater than in 1989 but this was balanced by higher
evaporation estimates calculated for Yamton from October onwards. Differences
of this order were not unexpected given that two sites and different data
inputs were being considered and so slightly different calculation procedures,
were utilised. The Radcliffe data were therefore considered to be an acceptable
substitute for the on-site measurements at Yarnton for those periods when
these were not available.

Table 3 Annual potential evaporation estimates, and monthly mean
of daily potential evaporation estimates, April - September,
for 1987 - 1990. Data obtained using AWS estimate where
possible. (MORECS estimate for gnj square 149).

ANNUAL TOTAL PE mm 1987 1988 1989 1990
AWS and Radclife estimate 658a 674a 729 746
MORECS estimale 547 559 650 671
MONTHLY  APRIL 246 25 208 238
MEAN MAY - 3.05 309 3.93 336
DAILY JUNE 326 331 437 273
PE JULY 374 343 421 400
mm d’! AUGUST 3.08 328 3.78 363

SEPTEMBER 218 209 216 242

a = all figures derived using Radcliffe data

13



Table 3 shows the annual totals of potential evaporation for each year. The
estimated evaporative demand in 1989 and 1990 was 12 to 15% greater than
in each of the preceding years. In June and July 1989, the potential
evaporation averaged more than 40 mm d7', much greater than at the same
time in either 1987 or 1988. In 1990, the lower mean daily rate of
27 mm d! in June arose because there were 12 rain days in that month.

42 WATER TABLE REGIME

Figure 4 shows the fluctuation in water table depth at the soil water
measurement sites from early May 1987 until the end of 1990. The Figure
shows the data measured at dipwells PX20 and PX21 (ie. the two adjacent to
the soil water measurement sites) after September 1988, when the wells were
installed. The data for the earlier period were estimated from tensiometer soil
water potential measurements at site 253. The tensiometer estimates of water
table depth are subject to an error of about :0.03 m.

The contrast between the spring and summer, ie. May to August inclusive,
water table depths of 1989 and 1990, compared with the earlier two years is
apparent. In 1987 the water table fluctuated about 0.75 m in the spring, then
fell to 0.9 m briefly in August, remained at about 0.85 m through September
before nsing steadily in October. During spring and summer 1988 the water
table fluctuated about 0.7 m depth, although the very wet July caused it to
rise to 0.55 m temporarily.

1989 and 1990 were similar in that in both years the water table fell
progressively after flooding in January, to reach 1.05 m by the end of June.
The level declined further in 1989 to reach a maximum depth of more than
1.1 m in August. In 1990, the water table stayed low for longer than in the
previous year, though the maximum depth was less than in 1989.

The character of the intervening winters also differs. Whilst in winter 1987/88,
and 1988/89 the water table rose only briefly above 04 m, in winter 1989/90,
it remained above that level for more than two months.

The measurements from the dip well transect (Fig. 5) illustrate how the
autumn rise of the water table and its fall in spring and summer is
synchronous across the Mead. The elevation O.D. of the water table
decreases away from the river. This is consistent with other evidence of
recharge to the groundwater from the river and consequent flow away from it
(Dixon er al, 1990). The spring-summer change in elevation increases with
distance from the river. However the below ground depth of the water table
depends also on topography. It is clear from Figure 5 that the soil water
measurement sites are tocated in one of the drier parts of the Mead.
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43 SOIL HYDRAULIC PROPERTIES

The field measured soil water content and tensiometer potential data have
been combined in Figure 6 to show the water retention characteristics for the
field soils at high potentials i.e. greater than - 800 ¢m.  The spread in the
data for any one site and depth may arise in part due to measurement error
but is mainly a reflection of hysteresis: the data combine both measurements
made as the soils dried out, and as they wetted up in 1990.

The figures illustrate the marked contrast between the alluvium and the
underlying gravel. The volumetric water content of the gravel declines rapidly
at pressure potentials of between 0 and -100 cm whereas in the alluvium
water content changes much less over the range 0 - 800 cm.

The results of the unsaturated conductivity measurements (Fig. 7) indicated
that close to saturation, the conductivity of the gravels as represented by Core
253c, is in the region of 340 c¢m d! (Appendix BS), an order of magnitude
greater than that of the alluvium, 30 cm d). It was only possible to obtain
measurements over a very limited range of pressure potentia, 0 to -25 cm
water head. Within that range the conductivity of the gravel core fell rapidly
with the falling pressure potentiat as the larger pores emptied, to values
comparable with those of the alluvium exampless. The form of the water
retention curve indicates that the unsaturated conductivity of the gravel
probably continues to decline more rapidly than that of the alluvium at lower
pressure potentials.

44 SOIL WATER REGIME
4.4.1 Soil water content

The sequence of water content profiles measured as the sites wetted up in
autumn 1987 (Fig. 8) demonstrates the effect of the posiion of the
gravel/alluvium boundary upon soil water content as the water table moved
from the gravel into the alluvium of site 553. Figure 9 shows the reverse
situation as the water table fefll in spring 1990. Data from the individual
access tubes are presented to illustrate the range of measurements obtained
within each site.

The sequence 30th September to 21st October 1987 includes the driest soil
conditions that year, and almost the wettest when the water table rose to
0.17 m at the sites. (At that time measurements were made at 0.1 and
02 m then at 0.2 m intervals to the bottom of each access tube) In terms
of range of water content, both the sites behaved similarly at 0.1 and 02 m
depth. However at the deeper alluvium site, 253, the change in volumetric
water content was less than 0025 at and below 04 m. At tube 0553, where
the alluvium was shallowest, the saturated water content of the gravel at
.6 m, immediately below the alluvium exceeded (.6. This contrasts with a
drained water content of about 0.3.
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The spring/summer water content profile sequence (Fig. 9) also illustrates the
large change which occurs as the water table falls from the alluvium into the
gravels at site 553. Another notable feature is that between 5th June and
14th August the water content of the 553 profiles decreased at all depths to
a greater extent than at 253. Below 0.7 m the decrease reflects adjustment
to the falling water table but in the upper part of the profile anses from
plant abstraction.

The calibrations used to convert the neutron probe count rates to volumetric
water contents are not site specific and so caution is required in using the
data to obtain absolute water content values. However, with respect to water
content change, the emrors so introduced are probably very small (Bell, 1987).
In homogeneous soil, the neutron probe responds to the water content of a
sphere of soil around it, the size of which increases, from about 0.2 m
diameter, with decreasing water content Probe meastrements are therefore
influenced by the presence of boundaries in the soil, (including the water
table) which may be some distance from the measurement point. ~ The shape
of the water content profiles in the figures will therefore be rather smoother
than was actually the case in the field soil.

Time serics of volumetric water content measurements from September 1987 to
December 1990 (Fig. 10) show the changes that occurred at 0.6 m and above
i.e. where most of the plant roots are located. The two sites behaved very
similarly at 0.2 m depth during much of the first two years of measurement
(Fig. 10a). In summer 1989 and 1990 it is apparent that the soil at 0.2 m
depth at 553 was a little drier than at 253. The trend for 553 to be drier
also occurred in summer 1988 but not to nearly such a great extent

At 04 m depth, (Fig. 10b) differences in absolute water content are apparent
between the sites at all times. However the changes at cach site are
synchronous and of a similar order. This picture contrasts with that at 0.6 m
depth (Fig. 10c). At 253 the range of variation at 0.6 m, even in sSummers
1989 and 1990, was less than 0.1. At 553 the range and frequency of water
content change was much greater at 0.6 m depth ie. at the top of the gravel;
the water content continued to decline after changes at this depth at 253 had
almost ceased.

4.4.2 Soil water potential

Units of ¢m water head, rather than the S.L unit of kXPa are used in this
discussion to express soil water potentials, for convenience. By definition the
total hydraulic potential at the water table then numerically equals the depth
of the water table in cm. The position of the water table can be determined
from these figures by deducting the gravity potential component from the total
hydraulic potential to obtain the pressure potential; the pressure potential
equals zero at the water table.

I 1]
Tensiomneter measurements

Figure 11 shows sequences of potential profiles measured at both sites using
tensiometers between 30th September 1987 and 21st October 1987 ie.
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corresponding to the water content profiles presented in Figure 8. The data
show that on Secptember 30th, at the end of the dry period that year, total
hydraulic potentials in the surface horizons remained within tensiometer range
i.e. greater than -850 cm water head. At 0.6 m and below, the potential
gradient was zero showing that the total potential at each depth was in
equilibrium with the position of the water table.

There was an upward potential gradient at both sites from higher potentials
close to the water table to lower potentals near the soil surface. There was
thercfore the possibility of an upward flow of water from the water table
towards the plant roots - the rate of any such flux would depend upon the
conductivity of the intervening soil, and the potential gradient.

The 10.6 mm of rain that fell berween September 30th and October 5th
caused an increase in potential as well as water content (Fig. 8). By October
9th at 253 the potentials in the surface layer had increased further and
exceeded those below so that a downward potential gradient was introduced.
This will have resulted in drainage through the profile to the water table.
The potential profiles retained this form as further rainfall occurred, and the
water table rose until 21st October when the soil was nearly saturated.

At 553 on October 9th there was a much smaller potential gradient, indicating
that the profie had drained to come close to equilibrium with the water
table. As the water table level rose between 9th and 21st October, potentials
in the 553 profile adjusted rapidly to its new position despite additional
rainfalls.

Figures 12 illustrates sequences of potential profies as the Mead soils dried
out through the spring and summer of 1990. In March at both sites,
potentials at all depths, except 0.1 m at 553, were in cquilibrium with the soil
water table at 057 m. By April 10th, soil water extraction by plants had
caused potentials at 02 m and above to decrease. There was also a decline in
potentials below but probably due to the 0.11 m fall of the water table. A
similar adjustment occurred between that date and 2nd May during which time
the water table fell by a further 0.15 m to 0.82 m bgl. However plant
abstraction of water caused potentials at 0.4 m and above to fall further in
this zone. The uppermost tensiometers failed as potentials fell below
-850 c¢cm water head.

This pattern of declining potentials due to plant abstraction of water in the
upper part of the profile, and to the falling water table level below, continued
through the summer at both sites. However, the sequences of potential profiles
(Fig. 12) were selected to illustrate the overall trend in the data and simplify
the true situation by omitting occasions when rainfall wetted the upper part of
the profite causing potentials to rise there. At (0.4 m the tensiometers operated
intermittently. Above this depth they functioned occasionally after rainfall; this
depended on the timing of tensiometer servicing after rainfall events. The
intermittent nature of the data from these shallow depths makes it difficult to
interpret sensibly bcyond recognition of the fact that potentials there could
fluctuate rapidly in' response to rainfall and rise temporarily into tensiometer
range.

The potentials at 05 m and below never fell below tensiometer range at
either site. The time series in Figure 13 illustrates how at 0.5 m depth and
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below, the position of the water table influenced the soil water potential at
253. The temporary increases in potential reflect soil wetting after rainfall.
The pattern was similar for site 353 except that potentials above the water
table remained higher at these depths, than at 253. Except after rainfall, the
evidence always showed that there was a zone where potentials were in
equilibrium with the water table, above which was an upward potential gradient
from the water table and so the possibility of an upward flux of water
towards the roots and soil surface.

The sequences of tensiometer-measured soil water potential profiles are
characteristic of those obtained in 1989 as the soils wetted and dred.
Throughout summer 1988 potentials remained much higher due to the frequent
rainfalls and higher water table conditions. Even the uppermost tensiometers
functioned almost all summer showing that potentials rarely fell below -850 cm
in the surface soil.

Gypsum resistance block measurements

Figure 14 shows the gypsum resistance block hydraulic potential measurements
in 1990 plotted as time series. There is an obvious contrast between the two
sites; lower potentials were measured by both sets of equipment at 253 than
by those at 553. It is also immediately apparent that rainfall events in the
course of the summer caused wetting at all depths to 0.5 m, at both sites

“sufficient to raise potentials, as measured by the blocks, above -1000 cm.

In terms of absolute values of soil water potential, there is linde
correspondence  between potential as measured by the blocks and the
corresponding tensiometers, where there is an overlap in the data. For
example, the tensiometers at 05 m functioned satisfactorily through the
summer because potentials remained high yet the blocks in the arrays at 253
suggest potentials as low as -3000 cm developed at these depths, althcugh the
trends in the data are the same as in the tensiometer data  This finding
casts some doubt on the accuracy of the absolute values of potential measured
by the blocks. Accuracy of better than 500 ¢cm should not be expected in
any case (Appendix B.2).

The difference between the two sites is considered to be real because the
behaviour of both arrays of blocks at 253 is similar-and corresponds to the
evidence from the tensiometers that lower potentials occur at 253. With the
exception of the blocks at 03 m in array 253 and at 02 m in array 553, the
data from each of the three arrays has a coherent, synchronous pattern;
potentials decrease at successive depths, with time, after rainfalls.

If the very low potentials measured at 0.2 m depth at 553 are regarded as
anomalous, then the lowest measurements -9000 to -10000 cm water, occurred
at site 253. The lowest potentials at 553 were less than -5000 cn water, but
this was exceptional; for most of the summer the potentials at all depths
exceeded -1000 cm water.  In contrast, the data from ;253 suggest that at
0.4 m depth, potentials fell below -1000 cm for periods of up to 3 wecks.
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443 Soil water potcntials experienced by plants

The soil water potential measurements have provided two types of information
relevant to plant water use at Yarnton Mead. The first relates to the
potentials that occur within the rooting depth of much of the vegetation and
indicates the work required of the plants to abstract water from the soil.
The second concerns the direction of water movement within the soil and the
possibility of water supply to the plants from the groundwater.

The data clearly demonstrates that at both of these sites despite their different
soils, in particularly dry years, the water table has a considerable influence on
the soil profile. Even when the water table reached its lowest depth in 1989
and 1990, potentials in the unsaturated soil between it and 0.6 m depth
remained close to the equipotential profile determined by the water table
position. Consequently potentials at 05 m, and to some extent at 0.4 m
remained high for much of the summer. ie. above -1000 cm. It is only in
the surface layer ie. between 0 and 03 m depth that very low potentials
occurred.  The evidence indicates that low potentials generally did not persist
for periods exceeding three weeks duration Summer rainfall wetting the
surface soil after a dry period caused the potentials to increase rapidly.

4.44 Direction of soil water flow

The soil water potential data has shown that after rainfall and in the absence
of a high atmospheric evaporative demand, (eg. autumn 1987) the Mead soils
tend to drain to a state which is in equilibrium with the depth of the water
table. Site 553 responds more rapidly in this respect than 253.

In summer, plant abstraction of water from the surface horizon leads to the
development of hydraulic potentials lower than that at the water table. On no
occasion throughout the measuring period has a convincing persistent divergent
zero flux plane been observed in the potential profile above the water table.
Zero flux planes occur when plant abstraction at shallow depth introduces an
upward potential gradient in the upper soil profile, whilst at the same time,
drainage below rtesults in a downward potential gradient in the lower profile.
Between these two zones is a plane across which no water movement will
occur, the zero flux plane or ZFP. ZFP's develop in most British soils over
deeper water tables each summer. They may have occurred cphemerally at
Yarnton to a greater extent than the data imply. However, because of the
shatllow depth of the water table and hence the high potential of the
equipotential profile to which the soils drain, the unsaturated conductivity of
the draining profile remains high and, therefore, drainage is rapid.

The absence of divergent ZFP’s in these soils means that when they were not
draining an upward flow of water from the water table could occur. The rate
of any upward- flux would depend upon both the gradient of total. hydraulic
potential, and’ the corresponding unsaturated conductivity. Between rainfalls,
therefore, the form of the potential profile represents the balance of the
evaporation flux out of the soil and the upward flux from the water table
replacing water that has been evaporated. If the evaporative demand were
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"switched off' the upward fiux would ultimately return the profile to the
equilibnum condition.

The laboratory measurements of conductivity were made only at high potentials
and the information is insufficient to calculate flux rates for the measured
potential gradients. However, the water balance calculations have demonstrated
that influxes of water from the groundwater body are important (Section 4.7).

45 CROP GROWTH
45.1 Crop Management

The usual agricultural management of the Mead is of a hay cut in early July
followed by sheep grazing from late August until November or December.  As
Table 4 shows this pattern is not always followed. The hay vield in 1990 was
poor, well below average. The delay in putting sheep on to the Mead in
1989 was not due to lack of herbage.

Table 4 Crop management and yield

YEAR DATE HAY CUT HAY YIELD DATE SHEEP INTRODUCED
Bales

1987 - 3180

1988 - 3528 -

1989 10th  July 1544 10th October

1990 10th July 50 28th August

45.2 Leaf Arca Mecasurements

Table 5 summarises the resuits of the measurements of leaf area index (LAI)
in 1990 (Appendix B.4). Prior to the first measurements on May 16th, it
was noted that the vegetation began to show signs of renewed growth in mid
Aprii and through the following weeks, the foliage density increased
considerably. Between 11 April and May 16th the crop height increased from
about 0.1 m to 03 m The increase in LAI between 16th May and 26th June
reflects a further change as the crop developed. Post-hay cut, the LAI reduced
by 75% to 0.86 for the "whole® vegetation. Grazing after 28th August
maintained the LAI at less than one into early October.

Field observation indicates that it is reasonable to assume that the LAI
remains low through the winter months even after the sheep have been taken
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off the Mead. The LAI then increases when growth recommences in spring.
The evidence suggests, however, that the LAI of the vegetation at Yarnton
Mead is tess than one for much of the year.

It is generally accepted that transpiration in most vegetation well supplied with
water increases with leaf area to a LAI of about 3 (Rosenberg er al, 1983,
Ritchie and Johnson 1990). When shading of the ground is incomplete, radiant
energy passes through the vegetation to be intercepted either by the plant
litter or the soil surface. The availability of water in the litter or at the soil
surface then determines the fate of this energy; some water may be evaporated
contributing to the actual evaporation total. It is uncertain how appropriate
such a model is to the situation of Yamton of a very mixed sward combining
annual and perennial species. However it is probable that for much of the
year leaf area will be an important factor in determining how rapidly
transpiration may take place and hence actual evaporation rates.

Table 5 Results of LAI Measurements.

DATE NUMBER MEAN LAl LAI CROP

SAMPLES FRESH WT WHOLE GREEN HEIGHT

SAMPLE SAMPLE MATERIAL ESTIMATE
g m
16.5.90 26 701 309 - 032
26690 25 744 368 . 0.38

10.7.90 Mowing started
17.7.90 7 17.2 0.85 052 005
28890 Sheep arrived
11.9.90 24 216 0.84 .52 0.15

9.10.90 26 184 051 0.20 0.10

46 ACTUAL EVAPORATION
4.6.1 The data

The Hydra actual evaporation measurements recorded in 1989 and 1990 are
shown in Figure 15. The same data are expiessed as a fraction of the
potential evaporation rate, as measured by the on-site automatic weather
station, in Figures 16 and 17. Over the 112 day mecasurement period in 1989,
reliable data was collected on 58 days. In 1990, 132 days of data were
collected between April 4th and 28th September.
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The run of data presented is not continuous for three reasons. Firstly, the
Hydra does not operate when the sensors are wet due to rainfall or dew and
secondly the Hydra cannot distinguish transpiration and evaporation of soil
water from evaporation of dew or intercepted water. Where short gaps in the
hourly data arise because the equipment is wet, it is reasonable to interpolate.
In the first hours after dawn on a dewy morning, the data was set to zero
to obtain a daily evaporation total. This is because the negative evaporation
flux as the dew forms counterbalances the increased flux until it subsequently
evaporates from the instrument and so does not affect the daily cumulative
total. However, when the dew was persistent or there was more than a trace
of rainfall, the data was excluded from this analysis because of the large
component of intercepted water in the resulting daily evaporation figures
However, it was necessary to interpolate during those periods in order to
make water balance calculations.

Finally, in 1990, the Mead site was used for testing new Hydra sensors on a
second Hydra. Whilst for the great majority of the measurement period one
Hydra was fully operational, data had to be discarded occasionally because of
the unsatisfactory performance of new sensors during the testing schedule.

In terms of potential evaporation, 1989 and 1990 were similar. In summer,
the daily potential evaporation rate occasionally exceeded 6 mm, maxima
occurring in July each year. The greatest actual evaporation rates measured on
dry days were 55 mm d! in 1989 and 39 mm d! in 1990. It is immediately
apparent from Figures 16 and 17 that for most of the measurement period in
each year the measured rate on dry days was significantly less than the
potential evaporation rate. There is much variation in the data on a day to
day basis but clear trends emerge.

46.2 Pre-harvest

The pre-harvest measurements made in spring 1990 (Fig. 16a), show clearly
that the actual to potential evaporation ratio increased from less than 0.6 to
1, between April 4th, when measurements began, and early May. Then from
mid-May the ratio decreased from 1, reaching about 0.75 in carly July, before
the harvest. The period when the evaporation ratio was increasing ie. up
until 8th May, will be considered initially. During this time the daily potential
evaporation rate ranged from 17 to 44 mm d! and on dry days, the
cumulative potential evaporation total was 93 mm compared with 64 mm
actuzl evaporation. :

The water-table fell steadily between the beginning of April and the beginning
of May by about 0.15 m to reach 0.75 m bgl at the soil water measurement
sites (Fig. 16¢). In the upper part of the soil profile at the soil water
measurement sites, hydraulic potentials measured by tensiometers fell rapidly
(Fig. 16d). The rate of decrease accelerated in the last weeck of Apnl
corresponding with an acceleration in the rate of decrease of profile water
content. However, although water content and potential were decreasing, it is
apparent that up until early May there was water available at potentials
greater than -800 cm in the upper part of the profile at both sites and it can
be assumed that water was available at higher potentials in the s0ils of the
depressions. The occurrence of actual evaporation rates of less than potential
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between the beginning of Aprit and early May is unlikely therefore to be a
consequence of lack of soil water. The increasing evaporation ratio is- the
converse of what would be expected if soil water availability were the cause. It
is possible that the soils were too wet and that the vegetation was under
physiological stress due to anaerobic conditions in the lower part of the soil
profile and so could not transpire optimally. A more probable explanation
however, is that at the beginning of April there was insufficient vegetation
canopy to intercept all the incident radiation and so transpire at the potential
rate. The increase in the ratio of potential to actual evaporation is probably
due in large part to the increase in leaf area as the crop developed.

The decline in the ratio of actual to potential evaporation over the eight week
period mid-May to harvest coincides with a falling water table, and decreasing
soil water content above it. The LAI- of the vegetation was greater than 3
throughout and so leaf area can probably be discounted as a limiting factor.
However, other changes within the vegetation such as the increasing average
age of the foliage and the processes of flower and sced production might
change its behaviour in terms of transpiration.

During the latter haif of May, which was dry, the water level at the sites fell
to reach more than 1.0 m depth after which it fluctuated by 2004 m. June
was the wettest month of the spring and summer; 47.5 mm of rainfall fell,
distributed fairly equally between the first and third weeks of the month. This
was followed by 21.5 mm between the 30th June and 5th July. On dry days
during the first week of June and through the second week, the ratio of
transpiration to potential evaporation excceded 09. Thereafter the ratio
decreased further to then level out at about 0.75 between the rainfalls later
that month and at the beginning of July. It is evident that the rainfall inputs
were important in enhancing plant water use temporarily but the overall trend
was for the evaporation ratio to decrease.

The gypsum block data indicate that potentials fluctuated during this period as
the soil wetted and dried (Fig. 14). There is a three week gap in the soil
water content record for May but the available data show that between the
2nd and the 25th the water content of the upper 0.6 m of the profile
decreased by an average of 38 mm.  Then, despite the June rain, there was
a further decrease of 18 mm before the harvest. These results suggest that, at
least in part, the decline in the evaporation ratio was due to decreasing soil
water availability.

The Hydra was only operational for the three days immediately prior to the
hay cut in 1989. The actual to potential evaporation ratio values then
(Fig. 17a2) are comparable with those at the same time in 1990.

463 Post Harvest

Immediately after the hay cut on 10th July 1989 the ratio of actual to
potential evaporation fell to less than 0.6 (Fig. 17a). Over the following 12
days the ratio incrcased to nearly 0.8. Meanwhile the water table fell by
0.1 m at the soil water measurement sites, and slightly less nearer the river.
There was then no clear trend in the data (the ratio varied between 0.5 and
0.8) until after 49 mm rainfall between the 12th and 17th September which
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caused the water table to rise by about 0.1 m. Between September 22nd and
October 8th 1989, an almost dry period, the ratio increased to about 1.
This increase in the actual evaporation rate relative to potential could have
been a delayed response to the rise in the water table but the evidence is
only circumstantial. At the same time the growth of the sward was unhindered
by cutting or grazing and the consequent increase in leaf arca may have
resulted in the increase in the evaporation ratio.

The Hydra was only operational for four days after October 9th 1989. These
few measurements suggest that the ratio had again decreased to less than 0.7.
The timing corresponded with the commencement of sheep grazing on the
Mead and it is possible that the consequent decrease in the leaf area was
responsible.

In 1990, immediately after the hay-cut, which took place between the 10th and
12th July, the evaporation ratio fell to 052 but then fluctuated between 05
and 0.8 until the end of August (Fig. 16) as in 1989. -The ratio tended to
decline between rainfalls and then increase after rain Thereafter there was
greater variability in the e¢vaporation ratio. The LAl remained relatively
constant throughout this period. The water table rose by up to 0.1 m after
rainfall in the middle of August but the level declined again in September
which was dry until the last day.

4.6.4. Implications

The measurements of actual evaporation obtained for Yamton Mead are
significant from several perspectives. Until now it has been very difficult to
obtain ficld measurements of evaporation from shallow water table soilss. The
Zero Flux Plane method, used where the unsaturated zone is deeper (Cooper,
et al, 1990), is not applicable because of the absence of zero flux planes.
Much of the work on flow in shallow water table soils has been conducted
using lysimeters with controlled water table levels

Models of fluxes in shallow water table soils often assume that plant water
use equals the smaller of either the potential evaporation rate, or the
maximum steady flux which can be conducted from the water table at a given
depth epg.  Youngs ef al.  (1990), de Laat (1985). These measurements
will be used to test the performance of such models. However the data
already demonstrate that crop growth stage is a factor because of the
perennial vegetation.

Superficially, from the time of the hay cut one year to the commencement of
development of the hay in April the following year, the vegetation at Yarnton
Mead appears similar to the short grass turf described by Penman (1948). It
was therefore expected that when the water supply was not limiting
evaporation rates would be similar to the Penman potental cvaporation
estimate for short grass completely shading the ground. Clearly this was not
the case in April 1990, or, it can be assumed, ecarlier in the year when the
water table was high Evidently the leaf area of the vegetation was
significant but other factors may also have contributed to the plant response.

At times when the LAI was greater than 3 or was constant ie. between
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mid-May and the harvest in 1990, and after the 1990 harvest, the data
indicate that actual evaporation rates fluctuated with soil water conditions.
Figure 18 shows the evaporation ratio for those days after harvest, when water
level was measured, plotted against the water level. There is no clear
relationship between water table depth and the ratio. The scatter is due in
part to the response of the evaporation rate to rainfall additions to the upper
soil profile.

47 SOIL WATER BALANCE

Water balances were prepared for the two sites using neutron probe
measurements of soil water content change, on-site daily rainfall and the
Hydra measurements of actual evaporation. All the Hydra data were used i.e.
including data collected on days when there was dew or some rainfall and it
was accordingly necessary to adjust the daily values. On days when there was
a malfunction, or a lot of rainfall, an estimate of the actual evaporation rate
was obtained by first interpolating the ratio of actual to potential evaporation.
The interpolated value was then used to calculate the actual evaporation rate
from the daily estimates of potential evaporation for the period concerned.

The water balances were calculated using the following equation :
Z Z
D, = ¥ [R; - E J 8(t)dzZ - (jl' 8(t, )dzZ ]

Where

drainage mm

rainfall mm

actual evaporation mm

volumetric water content

the smaller of z-1 and z where 2 is the vertical distance from
the surface to 0.1 m above the water table.

D
R
E
8
z

The water balance was therefore calculated stepwise as in Figure 19 including
only the unsaturated soil profile extending from 0.1 m above the water table.
The 0.1 m layer above the saturated zone was excluded because neutron probe
measurements within it are influenced strongly by the presence of the water
table and any changes in its position.  This approach meant that if there
was a fall or rise of the water table between measuring occasions, the
consequent change in water content of the l