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1. Information, training and communication tools 
 

Raising public participation and awareness through information, training and communication 
tools has been the responsibility of WP1.  Activities have included the development of the 
African Water website and of publicity material about the project.  
 
The African Water website www.africanwater.net (D1.2.1) was launched in June 2006, and 
reported in several news items by other relevant networking projects e.g. www.scidev.net whose 
weekly news email bulletin is sent to approximately 23,500 subscribers.  The African Water 
website includes information about the project objectives and activities, including contact 
points, a summary of the system for EU funding of research, and links to initiatives with 
relevance to the aim of enhanced coordination of the African water research community.  A 
French version of the website was launched in September 2006. 
 
Figure 1.1 Home page of the 
African Water website 
www.africanwater.net at 
launch in June 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 1 shows the African Water brochure (D1.1.3), available in English, French and 
Portuguese, and Appendix 2 shows the project poster.  All these items can be downloaded from 
the African Water website.  Exhibition display material, available in English and French, is also 
available. 
 
The African Water website also enables users to subscribe to the African Water Newsletter and 
to download past editions.  Six African Water Newsletters have been issued, the first coinciding 
with the launch of the project website in June 2006, and the last with the end of the project in 
December 2007.  The newsletters are included in Appendix 3. 
 
From the beginning of the African Water project, a linkage or partial integration with the 
Communication and Information System (CIS) of the EU Water Initiative (EUWI) 
www.euwi.net was envisaged.  This would provide long-term sustainability for the African 
Water initiative and website, and a practicable and effective mechanism for providing future 
support to African water researchers.  This integration has been delayed as the EC has not yet 
taken over responsibility for the EUWI website, but it remains a feasible solution.  Another 
initiative African Water subscribers have been made aware of is the SPLASH EUWI ERA-net, 
which, from the outset, is focusing efforts in Africa and in the Mekong Basin. 
 

http://www.africanwater.net/
http://www.scidev.net/
http://www.africanwater.net/
http://www.euwi.net/
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2. Working through existing networks 
 

In WP2, the African Water consortium utilised its available knowledge of, and contacts with, 
the African water sector and the EU and Member State research programmes as a starting point 
to promote the project and its objectives, and to encourage cooperation and collaboration 
between the EU and African institutes, and between different African institutes. 
 
African Water has been publicised at a range of different conferences and meetings in order to 
inform key stakeholders about the project, including EUWI participants, EU and African 
research organisations, water utilities, ministries and researchers (D3.3.1).  The dissemination 
report (D5.2.2) provides a comprehensive list.  At an international level, these include the 
World Water Forum and the annual Stockholm World Water Week.  At a local and regional 
level, WRC has been particularly active, targeting scientists visiting WRC, as well as 
publicising the project at various South African and pan-African events. 
 
Other activities have included collation and extension of lists of contact points across the EU 
and Africa to contribute to the database of African water researchers.  This includes contacts 
ranging from senior research policymakers within the NEPAD process, senior ministry 
personnel and researchers with previous EC FP experience.  The database of African water 
researchers (D2.1.1) currently contains of two lists of email addresses, one composed of 
addresses provided by African Water partners from their networks of contacts, and an 
expanding one composed of people who have been in contact via the project website and/or 
subscribed to the African Water Newsletter.  The database contacts have been informed about 
the end of the African Water project, and pointed towards the website of the SPLASH EUWI 
ERA-net. 
 
The report on complementary initiatives (D2.2.1) identifies ongoing activities, electronic 
discussion lists and information channels relevant to African Water researchers.  The African 
Water website has included the links to many of these initiatives since the start of the project, to 
help identify programmes and projects with relevance for enhanced coordination of the African 
water research community.  The list of complementary initiatives has been forwarded to the 
SPLASH ERA-net. 
 
The UKRO European RTD Insight newsletter has been distributed to subscribing African 
researchers, though the way the figures are collated makes it difficult to assess how many 
African subscribers there are (D2.4.1).  Furthermore, bespoke subscription agreements for 
UKRO Information Services have been made available for one year to the University of Pretoria 
in South Africa and Kenyatta University in Kenya.  These two African research organisations 
were identified during the African Water training workshops as having exceptional potential for 
making optimum use of the information within their organisation, and for disseminating general 
information about the funding opportunities presented by the EU FP more widely.  Both these 
organisations have strong interests in FP collaboration, and were judged the most likely to have 
a strong catalytic effect in encouraging greater interest in FP participation among other 
organisations in their respective regions.  Both organisations also have strong political 
connections with their respective governments and are most likely to lobby for greater support 
from their respective national science and technology ministries for national support schemes. 
 
Three representatives from African water research organisations were sponsored by African 
Water to attend the 2007 UKRO Annual Conference in London, UK to increase African 
awareness of Brussels institutions, meet key EC staff and increase knowledge about framework 
processes (D2.4.2).  The delegates were: Dr Semu Moges from Arba Minch University, 
Ethiopia; Dr Manta Nowbuth from the University of Mauritius, Mauritius; and Mr Piet van der 
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Westhuizen from the University of Pretoria Research Office, South Africa.  The representatives 
were chosen from fourteen applications, based primarily on their reasons for wanting to attend 
the conference and their plans for disseminating the information gained both within and outside 
their organisation. 
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3. African outreach 
 

WP3 had two principal activities: to undertake a range of training activities in Africa which 
enabled face-to-face meetings with African water researchers; and to obtain from African 
researchers their priorities for water research to improve delivery of the MDGs in Africa. 
 
The information gathering activities in this WP have included dialogue meetings with public 
and private researchers to discuss the Framework Programme (D3.1.1 and D3.3.2), as well as 
delivery of a list of African water research priorities to the EC Project Officer (D3.1.2).  The 
report on the dialogue meetings and African water research priorities has benefited from the 
strong synergies between African Water and the African Ministerial Conferences on Science 
and Technology (AMCOST) and on Water (AMCOW), as well as with the New Partnership for 
Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and the African Union (AU), facilitated by the project partner, 
the WRC. 
 
The African Science and Technology Consolidated Action Plan sets continental priorities and 
policies for the development and application of science and technology for Africa’s socio-
economic transformation.  Water scarcity and related insecurity have been identified as one of 
the sources of the continent’s under-development and increasing economic decline and, 
therefore, issues associated with the development, supply and management of water are high on 
the agenda.  The programme on developing capacity in water resources focuses on water 
quality, sanitation and water resources management.  Emphasis is on promoting increased use 
and production of scientific knowledge and technological innovations.  Its goals are to: 

  
 Improve the conservation and utilisation of the continent’s water resources 
 Improve the quality and quantity of water available to rural and urban households 
 Strengthen national and regional capacities for water resource management and reduce 

impacts of water-related disasters 
 Enlarge the range of technologies for water supply and improve access to affordable quality 

water. 
 
These water research priorities have been passed to the African Water EU Project Officer and to 
the SPLASH ERA-net.  
 
The information providing activities were focused on three regional training workshops, 
(D3.2.1) through which the participants received various levels of training and/or information 
about FP7.  The workshops were held in South Africa (Southern Africa, 31 attendees) in early 
2007, after the work programmes and participation rules for FP7 had been finalised and the first 
call for proposals had been made, and in Senegal (West Africa, 16 attendees) and in Kenya 
(East Africa, 19 attendees) in late 2007, before the second call.  The Senegal workshop was held 
directly after the Third Annual Conference of the African Science Academy Development 
Initiative which focused on water and health, and English-French translation was provided.  The 
Kenya workshop was held in partnership with United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP).  Topics covered in the workshops included: The EU, FP7 and water-related research 
opportunities, proposal preparation and consortium building, contracts and finance, support for 
African researchers, and other opportunities for funding.  Overall, there was a lot of interest 
from the participants, and some useful discussion with many pertinent questions.  The 
workshops also provided an opportunity for the participants to network amongst themselves, 
and slots for one-to-one discussions with the trainers.  Presentations from all the workshops are 
available for download from the African Water website (D1.1.1 and D1.1.2). 
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4. Project Powerpoint Presentation 
 

Many presentations relating to the African Water project have been made over the duration of 
the project, both as part of regional and international dissemination activities at conferences and 
meetings, and as part of regional training activities including other information about FP7.  
However, since the goal of African Water was not to inform stakeholders about African Water 
per se, but to inform them about the EU Framework Programme (FP7) and other EU funding 
opportunities, the presentational material about the project is inevitably brief, and was modified 
several times as the project progressed and to suit the requirements of different audiences.  The 
basic African Water Powerpoint Presentation (D5.2.4) is included in Appendix 4. 
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Appendix 1 African W
 

ater brochure (also available in French and Portuguese) 
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Appendix 2 African Water poster 
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Appendix 3 African Water newsletters 
 

Newsletter 1, June 2006 
Newsletter 2, September 2006 
Newsletter 3, December 2006 
Newsletter 4, March 2007 
Newsletter 5, September 2007 
Newsletter 6, December 2007 
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