
 

Notes on period to 30 April 2020 
 

Soils are drier than normal for the time of year in northern parts of the UK and wetter than normal 

in the south-east. 
 

Provisional data for April indicate that precipitation was generally below average across the UK with very low rainfall 

in southern Scotland and northern England.  In southern England there was little rainfall until the end of the month 

when a sequence of wet days brought rainfall totals up to closer to average, and possibly even above average in central 

southern England. 

At the beginning of April, soils across the UK were drier than normal for the time of year, and in some parts more 

typical of mid-summer than early spring.  

In southern Scotland and northern England, there has been little rainfall in April and soils have dried further to well 

below moisture levels typical of mid-summer (e.g. Cockle Park, Hartwood Home, Hollin Hill).  In contrast, central 

southern England saw some rainfall mid-month and combined with the end of month rainfall, soil moisture is now well 

above normal for the time of year (e.g. Heytesbury, Porton Down, Redhill). 

There is considerable variation between these extremes with some sites seeing just a small increase in soil moisture at 

month end and remaining at below normal levels (e.g. Hillsborough, Stiperstones), while others have had more 

substantial increases in soil moisture to normal levels for the end of April (e.g. Cardington, Writtle). 

Note that the COSMOS-UK records are too short to reliably estimate long-term monthly averages and departures from 

them; it is therefore only possible to give qualitative indications about averages and what is typical for the time of year. 

Network News 
 

 The COSMOS-UK site at Loddington has now been collecting data for over four years. 
 

 Ongoing faults with the radiometer at Easter Bush and anemometer at Henfaes.  
 

 New faults with numerous rain gauges. 

 

Issued on 1 May 2020 

Soil moisture on 30 April 2020 (see back page for explanatory comments). 
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