Genetic Variation in British Campanula rotundifolia L.
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Background: The harebell (Campanula rotundifolia, Fig. 1) is a short-lived perennial native to the British Isles, which occurs

widely in the northern hemisphere. Tetraploid (2n = 68), hexaploid (2n = 102) and (rarely) pentaploid (2n = 85) types occur in the BI,
but not diploids, which occur elsewhere in Europe. The cytotypes display strong spatial structuring®. The taxonomy of this species was
revised in 2010% on the basis of combined cytotype and morphological characters, with two subspecies now recognised (ssp.
rotundifolia 2n = 68; ssp. montana (Syme) P.D. Sell, 2n = 102). There is evidence that C. rotundifolia is declining in Britain™.

Fig. 1. Campanula rotundifolia

AIMS: To determine whether the geographic structure revealed in cytotype distribution is reflected in the morphology
and genotypes of Campanula rotundifolia individuals across Britain and Europe
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