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1. Introduction

It is recognised at the highest level that the water-related Millennium Development Goals (water
supply, sanitation and resource management) will not be achieved unless new approaches,
methods, technologies and improved knowledge management systems are developed. As part
of its European Research Area concepts and its commitments to delivery of the Millennium
Development Goals, the EU opened up the Thematic Programmes of Framework Programme 6
(FP6) to partners from developing countries. However, participation by developing country
partners, including those from Africa, in was significantly less than was hoped. A number of
factors are thought to have contributed to this problem, including amongst many reasons:

o Lack of awareness among African water researchers that these FP openings existed.
Lack of knowledge/experience of the administrative procedures for participation in the
FP.

Lack of access to information about FP opportunities (e.g. calls)

Lack of awareness by European water researchers of African research capacity.

The disinclination of European consortia to involve African partners.

The poor position of African partners with respect to the consortium building process.
The disadvantages for African partners of participating “remotely” in the FP.

The regional training workshops run by the African Water project provide valuables
opportunities to address these issues directly though face-to-face contact between European
experts and interested African researchers. The intention of the training workshops was to
provide researchers involved in water research and related areas, as well as research
administrators and trainers, with all of the necessary information to participate in FP7. The
proposed agenda included sessions introducing the EU and FP7, water research opportunities
within the programme, how to get involved in a project, and how to prepare a proposal,
contractual and financial issues, and developing a strategy for participation.

Originally two workshops were planned, in Southern and East Africa, but a change to the
project work programme following cancellation of the FP7 launch event released funds for a
third workshop in West Africa, enabling wider regional coverage:

1. Southern Africa workshop: Pretoria, South Africa, 31 January — 2 February 2007
2. West Africa workshop: Dakar, Senegal, 15-16 November 2007
3. East Africa workshop: Nairobi, Kenya, 28-30 November 2007

There was no charge for attendance at the workshops, though no financial support was available

either to cover participants’ travel and subsistence costs. It was not felt that this deterred
organisations seriously interested in participating in FP7 from sending representatives.
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2. Workshop organisation

The three workshops were all organised and managed by WRC who were tasked with:

e Securing the venues and arranging with fellow African partners to act as hosts for the
workshop.

Preparing the invitation letters for distribution throughout existing networks.

Attending a number of planning meetings for the workshops.

Developing the agendas for the workshops.

Preparing a presentation on the African Networks for Centres for Excellence initiative.
Attending and providing logistical support at the workshops.

The invitation letters were disseminated through various databases to African water researchers.
Responses were initially slow but a repeat notice sent nearer to the closing due date resulted in a
significant response rate with substantial queries that needed e.g. the content of the workshops,
financial support, etc. In all cases, there was a drop of 20-30% between those participants who
confirmed their attendance and those who actually turned up.

The workshops were run by Neil Runnalls from CEH, Amanda Crowfoot from UKRO (not
West Africa) and Kevin Pietersen from WRC. The workshop agendas were modified for each
workshop but comprised the same main topics:

Introduction to EU institutions

Introduction to FP7

Water-related research opportunities in FP7

Proposal preparation (consortium building, proposal writing, proposal submission, etc)
Discussion of African experiences of participating in the Framework Programme
Support for African researchers

Contracts and finance

Marie Curie Programme

Opportunities beyond the Framework Programme

Discussion on institutional strategies for participation

Presentations from all the workshops are available for download from the African Water web-
site (D1.1.1 and D1.1.2). The participants were given feedback forms to provide their thoughts
and comments about the training.
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3. Regional training workshops

3.1 Southern Africa workshop: Pretoria, South Africa, 31 January — 2 February 2007

WRC organised the first African Water training workshop, held in Pretoria, South Africa
between 31 January and 2" February 2007. Thirty-one participants from the Southern Africa
region attended, drawn mainly from South Africa, but also from Kenya, Malawi, Swaziland and
Zimbabwe (Appendix 1). The average ratings for each topic received from participant feedback
forms, are presented in Table 3.1.

The session on support for African researchers was run by the Department of Science and
Technology (DST) of South Africa together with associated institutions that are implementing
instruments to support South African researchers to access the FP7 programme. This part of the
programme mostly addressed the needs of the South African research community, with
presentations on:

o ESASTAP: Opportunities for South Africa's participation in FP by Mmboneni Muofhe
e ST-EAP: Europe Africa partnership in S&T by Takalani Nemaungani
¢ National Contact Point (NCP) Support for SA participants in FP by Renee le Roux

The need to consider similar support instruments to the above for non-South African researchers
was recognised, though the way forward was not clear.

Overall, there was a lot of interest from the participants, and some useful discussion with many
pertinent questions, though the diversity of the audience resulted in a lack of focus in the discus-
sions and more small group discussions may have been beneficial. It was felt that better use
could have been made of those African participants who have participated in the FP in giving
their experiences. The workshop also provided an opportunity for the participants to network
amongst themselves.

3.2 West Africa workshop: Dakar, Senegal, 15-16 November 2007

WRC organised the second African Water training workshop, held in Dakar, Senegal on 15"-
16™ November 2007 (Figure 3.1). The workshop was held directly after the Third Annual
Conference of the African Science Academy Development Initiative which focused on water and
health, and English-French translation was provided. The workshop was attended by 16
participants from the West Africa region (Appendix 2). The average ratings for each topic
received from participant feedback forms, are presented in Table 3.1.

Again, there was a lot of interest from the participants, and some useful discussion with many
pertinent questions. The workshop also provided an opportunity for the participants to network
amongst themselves and slots for one-to-one discussions with the trainers.

3.3 East Africa workshop: Nairobi, Kenya, 28-30 November 2007

WRC organised the third African Water training workshop, held in Nairobi, Kenya between
28"-30™ November 2007 (Figure 3.2). The workshop was held in partnership with United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and was opened by Halifa Drammeh, Special Advi-
sor for African Affairs at UNEP. The workshop was attended by 19 participants all from Kenya
(Appendix 3). The average ratings for each topic received from participant feedback forms, are
presented in Table 3.1.
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Figure 3.1 Participants at the Dakar workshop

Figure 3.2 Participants at the Nairobi workshop

Again there was a lot of interest from the participants, and some useful discussion with many
pertinent questions. The Nairobi workshop also provided an opportunity for the participants to
network amongst themselves and slots for one-to-one discussions with the trainers.
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The regional training workshops aimed to provide the necessary groundwork for African water
researchers to become involved in FP7. The evaluations from the workshops are summarised in
Table 3.1, and some individual comments are provided in Appendix 4.
unhappiness seemed to be about support to African researchers. The immediate challenge is to
ensure continuity of the programmes through follow-up support to the researchers that attended
the workshops. These support measures could include:

The greatest

e An African contact person in the EU. The entity to support such an initiative requires

further access to resources.

e Access to EU information sources — perhaps a dedicated website.

Table 3.1 Feedback from regional training workshops

Topic Score (out of 4)

Pretoria Dakar Nairobi
Introduction to EU institutions 35 3.6 3.5
Introduction to FP7 3.5 3.5 3.6
Water-related research opportunities in FP7 3.5 3.5 3.4
Proposal preparation (consortium building, pro- 3.2 3.2 35
posal writing, proposal submission, etc)
Discussion of African experiences of participat- 2.6 2.6 3.1
ing in the Framework Programme
Support for African researchers 2.5 2.7 2.7
Contracts and finance 2.7 2.8 3.2
Marie Curie Programme 3.2 3.3 3.4
Opportunities beyond the Framework Pro- 2.5 2.5 3.0
gramme
Discussion on institutional strategies for partici- 25 2.8 3.2
pation
Registration process 3.5 3.4 3.5
Venue information 3.5 35 3.2
During event 3.4 3.3 3.5
CEH/WRC/WEDC/HYDROPHIL/UKRO 5
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4, Network of Centres of Excellence in water
sciences and technologies

The second part of Deliverable 3.2.1 to provide training material (from the training tours of
African states) to four major African® water research/training centres was not achieved. This
was because the new African Centres of Excellence in Water Sciences and Technology
Development, being set up under a NEPAD initiative with AMCOW/AMCOST support, and
intended as the hosts for this African Water activity, had not been identified by the end of the
African Water project. Therefore, it has not been possible for African Water to coordinate with
this other process as planned. Instead, African Water has provided information at high level
into NEPAD and AMCOST dialogues and laid the ground for future engagement with EU water
and sanitation research initiatives. The progress made in the identification of these Centres of
Excellence has been communicated from African Water to other key stakeholders across the
EU, and to African researchers through the training workshops, African Water Newsletters and
project website.

! In the original DoW this was erroneously listed as four major European water research/training centres.
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Appendix 1 List of participants at first training workshop

Surname Name Title Organisation Country Email address

1 | Bartie Delene Dr National Institute for Occupational Health, | South Africa delene.bartie@nioh.nhls.ac.za
Johannesburg

2 | Beukes Johann Mr Coaltech South Africa coaltech@bullion.org.za

3 | Chereni Admire Mr University of Zimbabwe, Mount Pleasant, Ha- | Zimbabwe babadzoro@yahoo.com
rare

4 | Chimphamba James Mr University of Malawi, Zomba Malawi jameschimphamba@chanco.unima.mw

5 | Chirwa Harold Mr Goal Malawi, Blantyre Malawi harold chirwa@yahoo.com

6 | De Villiers Rykie Ms University of Stellenbosch, Stellenbosch South Africa | rykie@sun.ac.za

7 | Gumbo Themba Dr WaterNet, Harare Zimbabwe bgumbo@eng.uz.ac.zw

8 | Hlophe Mbhuti Dr North-West University (Mafikeng Campus) South Africa | hlophem@uniwest.ac.za

9 | Kamalie Ashaadia Miss Cape Peninsula University of Technology South Africa | kamaliea@cput.ac.za

10 | Klarenberg Geraldine Mrs Mvula Trust, Braamfontein South Africa Geraldine@mvula.co.za

11 | Masvaure Steven Mr llsa Independent College, Harare Zimbabwe masvuaresteven@yahoo.com

12 | Mathabathe Stephina Mrs Tlholobelo Business Enterprise South Africa | stephinama@yahoo.com

13 | Mepedza Everisto Dr International Water Management Institute | South Africa | e.mapedza@cgiar.org; mapedza@yahoo.co.uk
(IWMI)

14 | Mhlanga Nicollete Ms SCE Consulting Engineers, Tslianeni Swaziland nicolletemhlanga@yahoo.co.uk

15 | Mjoli Nozi Dr Hlathi Development Services South Africa | nozimjoli@mweb.co.za

16 | Mlilo Patrick Mr African University Swaziland mlilo@swade.co.sz

17 | Mamba Bhekie Dr University of Johannesburg South Africa | bmamba@uj.ac.za

18 | Momba Maggy Prof Tshwane University of Technology South Africa | mombamnb@tut.ac.za

19 | Mosaka David Mr Conningarth Economists South Africa davidm@maosaka.co.za

20 | Mubaya Chipo Ms CASS University of Zimbabwe, Harare Zimbabwe mubayacp@yahoo.com; chippo@sociol.uz.ac.zw

21 | Muyengwa Shylock Mr CASS University of Zimbabwe, Harare Zimbabwe moderator@sociol.uz.ac.zw

22 | Mwiinga Godfrey Mr Cape Peninsula University of Technology South Africa | MwiingaG@cput.ac.za

23 | Ndegwa George Dr Jomo Kenyatta University, Nairobi Kenya gmndegwa2003@yahoo.co.ke

24 | Njiro Esther Dr Demopeda Research and Training for Change | South Africa | estnjiro@mweb.co.za

(DRTC), Pretoria
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25 | Obi Larry Prof University of South Africa, Pretoria South Africa obicl@unisa.ac.za

26 | Petrik Leslie Ms University of the Western Cape South Africa | Ipetrik@uwc.ac.za

27 | Pulles William Mr Golder Associates Africa South Africa | wpulles@golder.co.za

28 | Singels Abraham Dr SA Sugarcan Research Institute, Mount Edge- | South Africa | Abraham.Singels@sugar.org.za
combe

29 | Swart Pieter Prof University of Stellenbosch, Stellenbosch South Africa pswart@sun.ac.za

30 | Van der Westhuizen | Piet Mr University of Pretoria South Africa | pj@up.ac.za

31 | Zhao Baojin Prof Dept of Geology, University of Fort Hare South Africa | bzhao@ufh.ac.za
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Appendix 2 List of participants at second training workshop

Surname Name Organisation Country Email address

1 | Babacar Diagne SAFEC (Societe Africaine D'Etudes et de Controle), | Senegal babacar415@hotmail.com
Dakar

2 | Bachir Achour Biskra University, Briska Algeria bachir.achour@larhyss.net

3 | Diop Mame Wetlands International, Dakar Senegal dagouwet@gmail.com

Dagou wetlands@orange.sn

4 | Ficini Betrand International Institute for Water and Environmental | Burkina Faso | bertrand.ficini@Z2ie-edu.org
Engineering, Quagadougou

5 | Gaye Amadou LPAO-SF ESP UCAD, Dakar Senegal atgaye@ucad.sn

6 | Geatrix Emma Wetlands International, Dakar Senegal emmawet@gmail.com

7 | Jean-Paul Luc Association Regionale pour I'lrrigation et le Drainage, | Burkina Faso | jean-paul.luc@?2ie.edu.org
Quagadougou

8 | Nyarko Kwabena Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and | Ghana nyark10@yahoo.com
Technology, Kumasi

9 | Ouedraogo Erve ARID, Quagadougou Burkina Faso | ouedrago@yahoo.fr

herve.ouedraogo@?2ie.edu.org

10 | Tibatemwa Sara Uganda Uganda )

11 | Soussou Sambou Cheik Anta DIOP University, Faculty of Science and | Senegal sousamb@refer.sn
Technique, Dakar

12 | Tanou Babagalle Ba ISRA (Senegalese Agricultural Research Institute), | Senegal batanou@hotmail.com
Dakar

13 | Yacouba Hamma International Institute for Water and Environmental | Burkina Faso | hamma.yacouba@?Z2ie-edu.org
Engineering, Quagadougou

14 | Raymond Malou Universite Cheikh Anta Diop, Dakar Senegal malouraymond@yahoo.fr

15 | Coly Adrien Universite Gaston Berger - Saint Louis Senegal acoly@ugb.sn

16 | Alioune Kane UCAD Senegal akane@ucad.sn
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Appendix 3 List of participants at third training workshop

Surname Name Organisation Country Email address

1 | Ariga Emmanuel

2 | Bowen Michael Dr Daystar University Kenya mbowen@daystar.ac.ke

3 | Cheruiyot Kipngeno Mr Forest Action Network Kenya jeryotbuses@yahoo.com

4 | M'mayi Patrick Mr United Nations Environment Programme | Kenya patrick.mmayi@unep.org
(UNEP), Nairobi

5 | Mutuku Cornelius Mr Coast Water Services Board Kenya chamia_mutuku@yahoo.com

chamia@coastwaterboard.co.ke

6 | Mwakha Victor Mr Kenya Marine Fisheries and Research Institute | Kenya mwakha_alati@yahoo.com

7 | Mwanza Rosemary | Miss Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries | Kenya mdunge_r@yaho0.co.uk
Development, Nairobi

8 | Muchai Alfred

9 | Ndungu Abraham Dr Kenyatta University, School of Environmental | Kenya andungul@yahoo.co.uk
Studies, Thika

10 | Nkanata Gitonga Dr Kenyatta University, School of Environmental | Kenya gitonga35@yahoo.com
Studies, Thika

11 | Nyambok Isaack Prof University of Nairobi Kenya Inyambok@uonbi.ac.ke

12 | Nyaga Stephen Dr

13 | Odada Eric Prof University of Nairobi Kenya africanness@uonbi.ac.ke

14 | Omg'ore Basil Dr Masinde Muliro University of Science and | Kenya hwachiye@yahoo.com
Technology (MMUST), Kakamega

15 | Oumuterema Stanley Mr Masinde Muliro University of Science and | Kenya omu53@yahoo.com
Technology (MMUST), Kakamega

16 | Wandia Franklin Mr Nanyuki Water and Sanitation Company, | Kenya nawascom@yahoo.com
Nanyuki fwandial@yahoo.com

17 | Wawuongo Jane Dr Kenya Agricultural Research Institute (KARI) | Kenya jwwamuongo@kari.org

18 | Obiero John Mr University of Nairobi Kenya )

19 | Kipkemboi Julius Dr .
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Appendix 4 Comments from training workshops

e Personally I found the course very good, as someone interested in understanding how FP7
works and how | can be of help to my colleagues at the University of Pretoria. The water
dimension was therefore a bonus for me! | have already been able to use the knowledge
gained.

e | would appreciate if the workshop explored how African institutions could be assisted to
access funds, including the individual upcoming researchers in the Marie Currie Pro-
gramme.

e The course was very well organised and presented by knowledgeable presenters — and very
interesting for South Africa. Next time it would be useful to have a short recap of all web-
sites and places on the internet where we can find information. Now all the addresses are
spread out through the printouts of the presentation that we received.

e Great initiative.

e | would have appreciated being given contact details of the Consortia in Europe that can be
approached.

e Participating in the workshop for two days was an enlightening process for me. However, |
don’t think there is a place for a small consultancy like mine within the EU FP7 water re-
search.

o It would be helpful if the SA researchers could have more time to speak to one another in a
more structured manner to formulate collaborative linkages and understand what areas dif-
ferent groupings had strengths and expertise in, and perhaps meet some of the interested
parties from the EU in such a setting.

e | suggest a format similar to the SafeWater (SA French Bilateral) workshop in 2005 that
was very well managed by WRC-ZA. This made the whole process of forming collaborative
linkages so much easier.

e The collaboration between African researchers and western researchers must not be seen
like another way of colonisation of ideas and ideology. Instead this must be based on the
need of the African countries in order to develop capacity and improve the condition of life.

e Future meetings for beneficiaries of FP7 to be organised to share ideas with partners and
progress.

e Very informative, a real eye opener!

e The timing of the FP7 AW workshops was good coming before the call for proposals.

e Having generated quite some interest it would be good to arrange in future more detailed
training on preparing proposals for FP7.

e Further opportunities for interaction with researchers who have been successful in the FP7.

e The workshop has been quite an eye opener for possible opportunities for career develop-
ment. There is, however need for UKRO to in future consider financing of meeting for po-
tential partners which may not be very costly.

e More discussions on partnership on equal footing and needs to treat partners as equal in
fund management and accounting.

e May be interesting next time to have a little case study exercise on proposal preparation.

e Nothing to add. Thank you for what you do.
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