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INTRODUCTION 

This Provisional Atlas of the Insects of the British Isles has been prepared using 

the methods evolved by Dr. Franklyn Perring for the "Atlas of the British Flora" published 

for the Botanical Society of the British Isles by Thomas Nelson and Sons Ltd. in 1962. 

The maps in Part 1 have been prepared from records sent in to the Biological 

Records Centre by participants in the Lepidoptera Distribution Maps Scheme with the 

addition of some data from the literature. Records received up to 31st December, 1969 

are included. Up-dated maps will be prepared from time to time as the scheme progresses. 

Each spot represents a verified record from the 10 Km square in which it appears. 

Only two date classes are shown on the maps although records are being collected 

from three periods. For the present series of maps the two date classes 'pre-1940' and 

'1940 to 1960' have been lumped together. When more journals have been scrutinised it 

is hoped that sufficient data will become available to enable these two periods to be 

separated. 

Only the resident British species are included. 

The univoltine and bivoltine forms of Aricia agestis (Brown Argus and Northern 

Brown Argus) are treated as separate species although some authors consider these to be 

only sub-species. 

A situation map is given which shows from which squares records have been received. 

By comparing the maps of species with this map it is possible to determine to some extent 

whether or not the absence of a species from any particular area is real, or likely to be 

due to absence of records. Later situation maps will indicate the actual number of species 

recorded in each square and will thus enable more precise deductions to be made. 

A composite map of Rhamnus cathartica and Frangula alnus, the food plants of 

Gonepteryx rhamni (Brimstone) have been included as there is already a very good 

correlation of this species with its food plant. 

Similarly good correlations of the calcicole species, Lysandra coridon (Chalk Hill 

Blue) and Lysandra bellargus (Adonis Blue) are already shown with the appropriate 

geological features. 

Although other correlations may be apparent great care should be taken in inter­

preting the data -especially the ratio of 'pre-1960' to '1960 onwards' records. In some 

cases absence of records in the '1960 onwards' class will be due to incomplete data 

rather than actual absence. 
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