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As the cost of processing power, data storage and communications have fallen, it has become increasingly viable to sample, store and transmit data at rates higher than the INTERMAGNET recommended standard of one-minute. The British Geological Survey (BGS) has completed an upgrade programme of
its three United Kingdom geomagnetic observatories, in addition to those operated in the Falkland Islands and Ascension Island, to one-second data capture with near real-time communication. By fully automating the observatory recording equipment and data transmission to the processing centre, BGS has a
reliable geomagnetic observatory network capable of meeting the current and predicted scientific and commercial demands for United Kingdom observatory data.
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communications provides near-real time, one-second data to the central
data processing node in Edinburgh. Since the observatories operated by
BGS are largely unmanned, GDAS has provided BGS with greater control
over their operation, resulting in data quality improvements and a more
reliable data service to BGS's academic and commercial customers. The
installation of GDAS in Port Stanley and Ascension Island has brought these
observatories to the standard required for INTERMAGNET Magnetic
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